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Terms.—Fovur Do.uars per annum, in advance, 
or if remitted before the expiration of the first month 
after the commencement of a volume ;—otherwise Five 
Dollars will be charged. Three copies will be sent to 
one address upon the receipt of Ten Dollars, and 
seven copies upon the receipt of Twenty Dollars. 

Subscribers may remit, at our risk, by mail ; and 
current bills, of sound banks, in any of the States, 
will be accepted in payment. 

2 >> Complete sets of the Regisier—to include 
the first fifty volumes (octavo), with index to the 
first twelve volumes, and of the twenty-three vol- 
umes (quarto)—can be furnished. Odd volumes, 
from Vol. 13 to Vol. 50 inclusive, with index, and 
from Vol. 51 to Vol. 73, with index, can also be 
obtained. 


NS a eS 

Generar Cass.—lIt is announced that General 

Cass has been returned by the Legislature of 
Michigan to the United States Senate. 


P. S. The foregoing announcement is confirm- 
ed. ‘The election took place on Monday, and the 
vote stood 44 to 36. 

fevdoapg- tata aitinlinensins 

How. Henry Cray.—Tne Whig menbers of 
the Kentucky Legislature have nominated Mr. 
Clay to the seat from that State which will be 
vacant after the third of March next. 

PRR Ariss CaS 

Senator FrRoM Ixuiinors.—It is believed that 
General Shields will be chosen United States 
Senator, in the place of Mr. Breese, whose term 
expires in March. 








or 

Memper or Concress.—John McQueen has 

been elected to fill the vacancy in the fourth dis- 

trict of South Carolina, occasioned by the decease 
of Hon. Alex. D. Sims. 


_ 
— 


Virainta Resoiutions.—The Anti-Wilmot pro- 
viso resolutions, reported by the joint Committee 
of the Legislature, passed both Houses on Satur- 
day last, by large majorities. We shall refer to 
these in our next number. 








iets WF 2S A 

Deatu or Davin Hate.—The intelligence of 
the decease of Mr. Hale, co-proprietor and for- 
merly principal Editor of the New York Journal 
of Commerce, at Fredericksburg, Va., on Satur- 
day last, was received at New York with pro- 
found regret. 















Hartford, 12° below ; Rochester, 2° below. In 
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the eastern part of Massachusetts the coll was so 
severe that in some of the ponds, it is stated, fish 
have been frozen by thousands, and taken in that 
condition. Sixty thousand pounds of bass from 
Pocha pond, and one hundred and twenty thou- 
sand pounds from Newtown pond, have been sent 
to New York market. 
———— —-—- ~~ er -- -- ——— 

Caritat Punitsument.—The Senate of Michi- 
gan have instructed the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary to bring in a bill for the restoration of capi- 
tal punishment in cases of murder in the first de- 
gree. 

een 

Catirornia Gorp.—Two hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars of gold has been shipped to Eng- 
land by the agent of a Boston house in California. 
Upwards of four millions of gold was ready to be 
shipped to that city as soon as vessels could be 
founda to bring it. 

The mint of the United States has coined some 
of this gold into quarter eagles, with the letters 
** cat” over the eagles. 





ee ——~fo—______ —---—- 
Governor Manity.—The inauguration of Gov. 
Manly took place on the Ist inst. We shall pre- 
sent some extracts from his manly message as 


| soon as room is afforded us. 





ee eS 


Cuotera.—The Cholera has so far disappeared | 
at New Orleans, that the publication of the daily 
reports are omitted. Cincinnali papers, of the 
17th inst., say that it no longer exists there. 

At Mobile, where a few cases appeared, it has 
no existence now, and at Port Lavacca, and Gal- 
veston, Texas, the disease has abated greatly. 

eS eee ee 

Cotp Weatuer.—The cold of the week end- | 
ing 12th inst., was intense. On the morning of 
the llth, at Utica, New York, the thermometer 
indicated 19° below zero. At Rome, New York, 
it is stated to have been 24° below. We give 
the indications at several other places on the 
same day :—Albany, 14° below ; New York, 44° 
above, (the coldest January day in 12 years); 
Brooklyn, zero; Cambridge, Mass., 6° below ; 
Springtield, 12° below ; Northampton, 11° below; 














nipped lamcpaesin 

Governor Forpv.—The long delayed inaugura- 
tion of Gov. Ford took place on the 22d inst. 

Doines .1s Coneress.—A warm discussion fol- 
lowed the presentation of the New York anti- 
slavery resolutions in the Senate on Monday last. 

Mr. Rusk denounced the resolutions in unmea- 
sured terms, as being of a disgraceful and disor- 
ganizing character. 

Mr. Yulee declared them to be an insult to the 
slaveholding States, and unworthy of the consi- 
deration of the Senate. 

Mr. Dickinson vindicated them, and defended 
the right of any or all of the States to express 
their views on exciting measures. 

* Mr. Foote denounced the sentiments and prin- 
eiples of the resolutions; but there was a courtesy 
due to the acts of Legislatures, which in this in- 
stance, should not be lost sight of. 

Mr. Dix defended the resolutions with great 
animation and ability. 

Mr. Yulee reiterated the charge of a gratuitous 
and wanton insult to the slaveholding States, 
which was freely endorsed by Mr. Jefferson Davis, 
who proclaimed the statements contained in the 
resolutions false, and he was prepared to prove 
them so. 

Mr. Turney, and Mr. Downs, also spoke in op- 





| position to the resolutions, and against the motion 


to print. 

Messrs. King, Douglas, Butler, and Berrien, 
spoke in favor of printing, as an act of ordinary 
courtesy due to a sovereign State. Mr. Butler, 
upheld at great length the peculiar doctrines of 
the South in regard to slavery. 

Messrs. Niles, Felech, and Baldwin followed in 


| support of the resolutions, and attempted to show 


that no just rights had been withheld from the 
South. ; 

The question having been taken on the motion 
of Mr. Rusk to print the resolutions, it was car- 
ried by a vote of 45 yeas to 6 nays. 


a> 





Tue Sournern Caucus.—lIn accordance with 
the published notice, he Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress from the slave-holding 
States, again assembled in the Senate chamber, 


FUTURE. 


LOLOL OMe 


NO. 6 BANK ALLEY. 












on the evening of the 15th inst., to hear the re- 
port of the committee appointed at the former 
meeting held on the 22d ult. By an order of the 
meeting, reporters and the public generally were 
excluded ; in excuse for which it was stated that 
the proceedings would be published in due course, 
and reporters were therefore unnecessary—that, 
by the admission of the public generally, in case 
of improper excitement in the galleries as the 
discussion progressed, the convention had no 
present means of securing order. Our accounts 
tnerefore of the proceedings are meagre, and 
not reliable. We give such statements as seem 
most authentic, reserving our pages ior the jour- 
nal of proceedings hereafter to be furnished by 
the meeting. 

The regular proceedings commenced by Mr. 
Venable, of North Carolina presenting and read- 
ing the address which had been prepared by Mr. 
Calhoun, with, as is understood, the assistance 
or suggestions of Mr. Bayly, of Virginia. 

The address is devoted entirely to an enume- 
ration of what are called acts of aggression or 
wrongs committed by the North upon the rights 
of the South in the institution of domestic sla- 
very, aS guarantied by the Constitution; which 
was advocated by Messrs. Calhoun, Bayly, Ma- 
son, Gayle, Westcott, and Jeiferson Davis, and 
opposed by Messrs. Clayton, Stephens, Toombs, 
Morehead, Underwood and Gentry. 

Messrs. Berrien, Hilliard, Pendleton, and Me- 
Kay were for a modification of the address, 
though favorable to action. 

A motion to recommit, without instructions, 
was made which§prevailed by a vote of 44 to 
42, and the convention thereupon adjouroed un- 
til the 22d inst. 

[Wole.—An important omission having occur- 
red in our publication of the Committee to whom 
\the resolutions of Mr. Bayly, and the subject 
generally, were referred, we republish it entire, 
viz :—Messrs. Stephens, of Ga.; Clayton, of 
Del. ; Calhoun, of S. C.; Chapman, of Md.; 
Bayly, of Va.; Venable, of N. C.; King, of 
Ala.; Foote, of Miss.; Downs, of La.; More- 
head, of Ky.; Gentry, of Tenv.; Atchison, of 
Mo.; Borland, of Ark.; Cabell, of Fla.; and 
Rusk, of Texas. ] 

It is stated that Messrs. Clayton, Stephens, 
Chapman, Rusk and Morehead asked and were 
excused from serving further on the committee. 


3. S> The adjourned meeting of the Southern 
members of Congress was held on the evening of 
the 22d inst., and the address proposed by Mr. 
Berrien was rejected by a sing'e vote. Several 
of the members in attendance then retired, and 
the address of Mr. Calhoun was adopted by a 
vole of 32to 19. ‘The proceedings are directed 
to be published. 





National Affairs. 
- CIVIL APPOINTMENTS, 


By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


ICS Joun B. Wetter, of Ohio, to be Com- 
missioner for running the boundary line between 
the United States and the Republic of Mexico, 





public concluded on the 2d of February, 1848, 
in the place of A. H. Sevier, who was nomina- 
ted to the Senate, and has since died. 

3. => Bennine Many, to be Marshal of the 
United States, for the District of Connecticut, re- 
appointed. 

3. $> Jostan A. Noonan, ta be Deputy Post- 
master, at Milwaukie, Wisconsin, from and after 
the 15th of February, 1849, when his present 
commission will expire. 








3. >” Samvuet W. Rogers, to be Deputy Post- 
master at Quincy, Illinois, his commission for 








under the fifth article of the treaty with that Re- — 
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the year ending 80th June, 1848, having exceed- 
ed $1000. 

3- >> Cuartes Eames, of New York, to be 
Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, in the 
place of Anthony Ten Eyck, resigned. 

3C$> Cares H. Boorun, of Iowa, to be Surveyor 
General for the District of Wisconsin, and Iowa, 
in the place of George W. Jones, resigned. 





Civi. Appownrments.—The following list, 
showing the distribution of the important civil 
appointments in our Governient, among the 
different States, is taken from the National In- 
telligencer, and may be relied on for its accuracy : 


Massachusetis—John Adams, President; J. Q. 
Adams, President ; John Adams, Vice President ; 
Elbridge Gerry, Vice President; John Q. Adams, 
Secretary of State ; Danie] Webster, Secretary of 
State ; Samuel Dexter, Secretary of Treasury ; 
Henry Knox, Secretary ef War; Samuel Dex- 
ter, Secretary of War; Henry Dearborn, Secre- 
tary of War ; William Eustis, Secretary of War ; 
J. Crownins!.ield, Secretary of Navy; George 
Cabot, Secretary of Navy ; B. W. Crowninshield, 
Secretary of Navy; Daniel Henshaw, Secre- 
tary of Navy; George Bancroft, Secretary of 
Navy; Samuel Osgood, Postmaster General ; 
Levi Lincoln, Attorney General ; William Cush- 
ing, Judge Supreme Court ; Joseph Story, Judge 
Supreme Court. 

Vermont —None, 

New Hampshire—Levi Woodbury, Secretary of 
Navy; Levi Woodbury, Secretary of Treasury ; 

_ Levi Woodbury, Judge Supreme Court, 

Maine, (since its admission in 1820)— Nathan 
Cliflord, Attorney General. 

Connecticuli—Oliver Wolcott,Secretary of Trea- 
sury ; Roger Griswold, Secretary of War; Gi- 
deon Granger, Postmaster General; J. M. Niles, 
Postmaster General; Isaac Toucey, Attorney 
General; Oliver Ellsworth, Judge Supreme 
Cou't. 

Rhode Island—None. 

New -York—Martin Van Buren, President ; 
Aaron Burr, Vice President; George Clinton, 
Vice President; D. D. Tompkins, Vice Presi- 
dent; M. Van Buren, Vice President; M. Full- 
more, Vice President ; M. Van Buren, Secretary 
of State ; Alexander Hamilton, Secretary o! Trea- 
sury; J. C. Spencer, Secretary of Treasury ; 
John Armstrong, Secretary of War ; Peter B. 
Porter, Secretary of War; J. C. Spencer, Se- 
cretary of War; W. L. Marcy, Secretary of 
War; Smith Thompson, Secretary of Navy; J. K. 
Paulding, Secretary of Navy; Franeis Granger, 
Postmaster General; Benjamin F. Butler, Attor- 
ney General; Jotin Jay, Judge Supreme Court; 
Brockholts Livingston, Judge Supreme Court ; 
Smith ‘i hompson, Judge Supreme Court ; Samuel 
Nelson, Judge Supreme Court. 


New Jersey--Samuel L. Southard, Secretary of 


Navy; Mabion Dickerson, Secretary of Navy; | 


William Patterson, Judge Supreme Court, 


Pennsylvania— George M. Dallas, Vice Presi- 
dent; ‘Timothy Pickering, Secretary of State ; 
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Jefferson, President; James Madison, President ; 
James Monroe, President; Thomas Jefferson, 
Vice President; John Tyler, Vice President; 
Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State; Edmund 
Randolph, Secretary of State; John Marshall, 
Secretary of State ; James Madison, Secretary of 
State; James Monroe, Secretary of State ; Abel 
P. Upshur, Secretary of State; John Marshall, 
Secretary of War; James Barbour, Secretary 
_of War; Abel P. Upshur, Secretary of Navy ; 
| Thomas W. Gilmer, Secretary of Maz; John 
_Y¥. Mason, Secretary of Navy; Edmund Ran- 
dolph, Atturney General ; Charles Lee, Attorney 
General; William Wirt, Attorney General; 
John Y, Mason, Attorney General: John Mar- 
shall, Chief Justice Supreme Court; John Blair, 
Judge Supreme Court; Bushrod Washington, 
Judge Supreme Court; Phillip P. Barbour, Judge 
Supreme Court; P. V. Daniel, Judge Supreme 
Court. ‘ 

North Carolina—John Branch, Secretary of the 
Navy; George E. Badger, Secretary of Navy; 
James JSredell, Judge Supreme Court, Alfred 
Moore, Judge Supreme Court. 

South Carolina—John C. Calhoun, Vice Presi- 
dent; John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State; 
John C. Calhoun, Secretary of War; J. R. Poin- 
sett, Secretary of War; H. S. Legare, Attor- 
ney General; John Rutledge, Judge Supreme 
Court ; William Johnson, Judge Supreme Court. 

Georgia—John Forsyth, Secretary of State ; 
Wo. H. Crawford, Secretary Treasury ; Joseph 
| Habersham, Post Master General; J. M. Ber- 

rien, Attorney General ; James M. Wayne, Judge 
| Supreme Court. 

Kentucky—R. M. Johnson, Vice President; 
Henry Clay, Secretary of State; George M. 
Bibb, Secretary of Treasury ; W. T. Barry, Post 








| General; Chas. A. Wickliffe, Post Master Gene- 
ral; John Breckenredge, Attorney General ; 


Todd, Judge Supreme Court; Robert Trimble, 
Judge Supreme Court. 

Tennessee—Andrew Jackson, President; Jas. 
K. Poik, President ; Geo. W. Campbell, Secre- 
tary of Treasury ; Jonn H. Eaton, Secretary of 
War; Jno. Beil, Secretary of War; Cave Johnson, 


General; John Catron, Judge Supreme Court. 
Ohio—Wm. H. Harrison, President ; Thomas 
Ewing, Secretary of Treasury; R. J. Meigs, Post 
Master General; John McLean, Post Master 
General ; John McLean, Judge Supreme Court. 
No State admitted since Ohio has received 
pany such appointments, except as follows: 
Louisiana—Zachary ‘Taylor, President; Ed- 
ward Livingston, Secretary of State. 
Mississippi— R. J. Walker, Secretary of Trea- 
sury. 
Alabama—Johbn McKinley, Judge Supreme 
Court. 
Michigan— Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 
| ene ES 
| DIPLOMATIC, 
| Unitep Srares’ Commissioner TO Co1na.—The 
difficulty between the United States and Chinese 





J. J. Ceittenden, Attorney General; Thomas | 


Post Master General; Felix Grundy, Attorney | 


shi Se , state; Albert mf 
James. Buchanap, Secretary of States |Commissioners, has, we learn by a’ letter from 


Gallatin, Seeretary of Treasury; A. J. Dallas, | ny Ate . . 

Secretary of Fessents : Richard Rush, secretary | Commodore Geisinger, received at the Navy De- 
of ‘Treasury ; Samuel D. Ingham, Secretary of | partment, been satisfactorily settled—the Chinese 
Treasury ; Wm. J. Duane, Secretary of Treasury; | Commissioner having addressed the former a most 
Walter forward, Secretary of ‘lreasury; Timo- | satisfactory commuuication, restoring the previous 
thy Pickering, Secretary of War; Jauies M. Por | understanding between them, and appointing the 
ter, Secretary of War ; William Wilkins, Secre '6th of October for his reception. The affair is 
a py tier babe ar argo secret ge ef mare }| stated to have closed with a banquet. 

m. Bradlor aAttorne evneral; U. A. od- | “ _ 

ney, Atturney General; Richard Rush, Attorney | 3° The Hon. Natuan Cuirrorp, Minister 
General; H. D. Gilpin, Attorney General ; | f _ United States to the Republic of Mexico, 
‘Timothy Pickeriog, Postmaster General; James | left Pensacola, with his family, on one of the go- 


Wilson, Judge Supreme Court; Heory Baldwin, | vernment steamers, for Vera Cruz, en route to the 





Judge Supreme Court; R.C. Grier, Judge Su- 
preme Court. . 
Detaware—Louis McLane, Secretary of State ; 
Louis McLane, Secretary of ‘Treasury. 
Maryland— Robert Smith, Secretary of State; 
R. B. ‘Laney, Secretary of Treasury ; John Mc- 
Henry, Secretary of War; James Stoddart, 
Secretary of Navy; Robert Smith, Secretary 
of Navy; Robert Smith, Attorney General ; 
Wm. Pinkney, Attorney General; K. B. Taney, 
Attorney General ; John Nelson, Aitorney Gene- 


ral; Robert Harrison, Judge Supreme Court; | 


Thomas Jobnson, Judge Supreme Court; Sam 
uel Chase, Judge Supreme Court; Gabriel Du- 
val, Judge Supreme Court; R. B. Taney, Chief 
Justice Supreme Court. 

Virginia—Geo. Washington, President; Thos. 


pOmny of Mexico. 
— pe - 





| ARMY. 


| 3.3” The New Orleans papers of the 4th inst., 
‘announce the arrival of Major General Gaines, 
| who will take command of the Western Division 
of the army. 

New York Reciment in Cauirornia.—An of. 
ficial communication, dated at Monterey, (Cali- 
fornia,) 23rd October, 1848, from Mr. Rich, one 
of the Assistant Paymasters of the United States 


| 





Army, addressed to General Towson, states that 
the four companies of the lst New York Regi-| 
ment have been paid in full, and that the three | 
companies composing the command of Lieuten- | 
ant Colonel Benton _are there and will be paid | 





———————————>**>—~>~q=&=[{&={[—e——————EEEEEE—EE 


and mustered out of service immediately. The 
volunteers at Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, &c, 
behaved very well, only complaining that they 
were not allowed travelling expenses. 

Unirep States Arnmy.—The same communi- 
cation states that nearly all the men of Company 
E., 3rd Artillery, have deserted. This company 
and one company of the First drogoons, composed 
the entire regular force in California, except that 
belonging to the Marine Service. 

Coionel Mason, and most of the army officers 
were at Fort Sutter. 


OO 


NAVY. 


3->> The U. S. sloop-of-war, Jamestown, was 
at Madeira, November 20th. 

3} The frigate Cumpertanp, formerly the 
flag-ship of the Home Squadron, is being fitted 
out at New York, it is supposed for the Pacific. 

3L >> The U. S. steamer, Attecuany, Lieut. 
Commanding Hunter, was at Lisbon, December 
23rd, and the frigate, Unirep States, Commo- 
dore Read, was at Cadiz about the 20th Decem- 
ber. 

3L => The Norfolk Courier states that Commo- 
dore Philip P. Voorhees will proceed to the Pa- 
cific in the U. S. Frigate Savannan; where he 
will join the Ohio seventy-four, and proceed in 
her to China, when he will hoist his broad pen- 
nant on board the sloop-of-war Plymouth, Com- 
mander Gedney, as flag-ship of the East India 
Squadron. 

3 >> The U. S. sloop-of-war. Saratoga, Capt. 
Nicholson, was at Vera Cruz, Ist inst. 

iC > The U. S. Frigate, Branpywine, Com. 





Master General; Amos Kendall, Post Master | Storer, and Br ig Perry, Lt. Com’dg J. A. Davis, 


remained at Rio Janeiro, December 3rd. 


Navat Courr Martiat.—A naval court-mar- 
tial was convened at the Navy-yard, Norfolk, 
consisting of the following oflicers, viz :—Presi- 
dent, Com. Sloat; Commander H. N. Page, J. L. 
Saunders, W. H. Gardiner, Samuel Barron, Lieuw- 
tenants A. Sinclair, and John R. Tucker, mem 
bers, and Simeon Wheeler, Judge Advocate, for 
the trial of such persons as may be brought be- 
| fore it. 


Navy.—The Onto, Warren, Dare, Lexine- 
TON, and SouTHAMPTON, were at Monterey, Ca- 
lifornia, on the 23d October Jast—all short of 
their complements : the Ohio 145 short. Deser- 
tions were so frequent, that it was determined 
not to Jand a man. 

The Lexington, it was stated, would leave in 
a few days for San Francisco, to take in gold, 
and then proceed to the United States, by way 
of the Sandwich Islands, Valparaiso, and Rio Ja- 
neiro. 
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THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION. 


SOND ODIs" PAAALRAAAAAN SY ee oe Oe 


ABSIFRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. 


Saturday, January 13, 1849. 
The Senate did not sit to-day. . 


House or Representatives.—After the usual 
preliminaries, Mr. Fries rose to a privileged ques- 
tion, having been instructed by the Committee 
appointed lo examine into the charges against 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to ask per- 
mission to withdraw the resolution cffered yes- 
terday in reference to David Taylor; Mr. Pay- 
lor having signified an intention of answering all 
proper questions propounded to bim in relation to 
the investigation. 

The Pacheco Case.—The consideration of the 
bill for the relief of Antonio Pacheco’s legal re- 
presentatives being next in order, and the ques- 
tron stated to be on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed, 

Mr. Holmes occupied the attention of the House 
with a few remarks in proof that the Constitu- 
tion and Jaws of the United States did recog- 
nize property inslaves, and referred to the law of 
1815, which levied direct taxes. In that law 
slaves were mentioned in connection with real 
estate, and the Collector is instructed therein, in 
case of default of payment of the taxes levied 
upon the slaves, and of no other property be- 
ing found, to seize and sell the slaves for the 
benefit of the United States, and place the mo- 
ney in the Treasury of the Country. 
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Mr. Collamer then took the floor, and address- 
ed the House at length upon the merits of the 
bill, and in opposition to the claim. He was 
replied to by Mr. Meade, who was succeeded by 
Mr. Hall, of N. ¥., on ths northern side of the 
guestion,—at the close of whose remarks Mr. 
Tombs obtained the floor, and the House then ad- 
journed. 


Monday, January 15, 1849. 


. In Senate.—Mr. Greene, of R. I., appeared in 
his seat to day. 

A resolution was passed requesting the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to inform the Senate what had 
been done under the act of last session author- 
izing the purchase of American water-rotted 
hemp. 

Mr. Downs, from the Judiciary Committee, 
submitted the report of the minority in relation 
to the bill for the admission of California and 
New Mexico into the Union asa State, which 
was referred to that Committee, and moved that 
the report with the amendments proposed, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Objection was made to minority reports by 
Mr. King, who regarded them as of modern ori- 
gin. Bilis of a counter-character had never been 
allowed to be presented—the minority having 
permission to express their views and offer 
amendments to the bill when it comes up for 
consideration. The practice of receiving minori- 
ty reports should not be encouraged. 

Alter some further conversation on the subject, 
the report was ordered to be printed. [The re- 
port is in favor of a State Government Jor Cali- 
lorpia. } 

On wotion, an additional number of 20,000 
copies of the majority report, of the same Com- 
mittee on the same subject, was ordered to be 
printed. 

Land titles an Mexico and New California.—On 
motion of Mr. Bentoa, the cousideration of the 
bill for ascer\aiming the claims and title of land 
within the territories of California and New 
Mexico, to grant donation rights, and to provide 
for the survey of the lands therein, was resumed ; 
and Mr. b’s counter project was read. It pro- 
poses to recommil the bill with instructions to 
quire into the expediency of taking steps to 
asceriaip the quantity of unappropriated lands in 
California alone, the extent of the gold mines, 
the propriety of granting pre-emption rights, the 
best mode of disposing of cr working the gold 
wires, the propriety ol granting permits, &c, 

Mr. Lenton expressed his views in opposition 
to the bill as reported by the commitice; first, 
for (he reason thal both territories are included, 
though the bill does not pretend to settle the 
question of Texan boundary. Ip New Mexico, 
Le said, there were no public lands—but not so 
in regard to California, ‘The plan proposed by 
the bill, be insisted, was unconstitutional, in vio-| 
Jation of the law of nations, of the treaty with | 
Mexico, aud would work, if carried out, a con- 
fiseation of all the Jand titles in Calitorma., It 
was assumed by the vill thal every laud title 
there is invalid, and should not be considered 
valid until the Congress of the United Siates has 
passed upon them. The injustice and illegality 
of this he argued at great length, going very par- 
ticularly iblo an iMivestigauon of the origin of 
the tiles by which Junds aie pow held in both of 
ihe bewly acquired territories. He spoke from 
wbout one until ball-past three o’cluck. Whenhe 
had concluded, 

Mr. breese signified his intention to reply ; and 
then the Senate adjourned, 


House or Representatives.—The report of 
the commuilee un elections, declaring that Henry | 
H, Sibiey is entitled to a seat on the floor of the | 
Houre of Representatives, asa delegate from 
the territory of Wisconsin, was the first business 
in order, and the question being taken by yeas 
and hays, the report of the commiltee was adop- 











Mr. Hubbard, of Connecticut, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill granting a donation of land to aid in 
the construction of the New York and Boston 
Air-line Railroad ; which was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Frenking Privilege.—Mr. Dixon, or leave, .in- 
troduced a bill to abolish the franking privilege, 
requiring that postage shall be paid, at the pre= 
sent rales, upon all letters, newspapers, pamph- 
lets, documents, &c., and that all laws inconsis- 
tent with the provisions of this bill are hereby 
repealed. 

The bill having been read twice by its title, 
Mr. Dixon hoped the House would consent to its 
passage now. Objections being made, the bill 
goes over under the rule. 

And then the House adjourned. 


Tuesday, January 15, 1849: 


In Senate.—The Vice President laid before 

the Senate a communication from the War De- 
partment, in comphance with law, giving a list of 
Clerks employed in the Department. 
State of California —Mr. Douglass presented a 
substitute, which he intended to offer for his Cal- 
ifornia bill, and which he desired should be 
printed for the use of the Senate. The printing 
was ordered. 

[The substitute proposes to strike out all after 
the enacting clause in the original bill, and in- 
sert, substantially, that after the 4th of July next, 
all the territory of California west of the Sierra 
Nevada or California mountains, shall, with the 
assent of the people thereof, constitute a State, | 
on the same footing with the original States, but | 
with the conditional reservation to the United 
States, of all rights of property in the public 
domain, &c. 

And further, that the acting Governor of Cali- 
fornia, so soon as he shall be presented with a 
copy of this act, shall proceed to Jay off conve-| 
nient districts for the election of delegates to a) 
convention to frame a constitulion—the number | 
of delegates to be limited to 50—every free, 
white male citizen, of the age of 21 years, | 
whether Mexican or American, to be allowed to 
vole—and the new State, until the next census, 
to be entitled (o one member of Congress. ] 

Military Land Warrants.—The consideration of 
the bill to extend to assignees the privileges 
granted to soldiers, in the location of military 
land warrants was then resumed, and a debate 
again ensued, in which Messrs. Underwood, 
Breese, Westcott, Badger, Borland, Benton, ani 
others, participated. ‘The bill was finally recom- 
mitted to the committee by which it was reported. 

Land Titles in Mexico and California.—'Ihe bill 
for ascertaining claims and Uiles to land: in Cali- 
fornia and New Mexico, grant donation rights, 
and provide for the survey of the lands therein, 
was then taken up, and Mr. Breese replied at 
Jength to the speech of Mr. Benton made yester- 
day on the same subject. 

When Mr. Breese tad concluded, the bill was | 
infurmally passed over; and alter the considera- 
tion and passage of the bill for the relief of Cad- 
wailuder Waliace, the Senate went into execu- 
live session, and soon aller adjourned, 


House oF Representatives —Mr. King, of 
Georgia, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
reporied a bill to make compensation for the 
transportation of troops and supplies for a limit- 
ed time, over the Isthmus of Panama, and to 
promote the interest of American Commerce, 
accompanied by a report in writing. 

Mr. Schenck, from the Naval Committee, re- 
ported a joint resolution for the purchase of co- 
pies of the General Navy Register and Laws. 
Read twice, and the question being on the en- 
grossment, it was ordered to be engrossed, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Commissioner of Pensions.—Senate bill to con- 
tinue the oflice of Coumussioner of Pensious was 
passed. 


Deficiency Appropriation Bill.—-The amend- 














led, 124 10 63. «Mr. Sibley then took the cusio- 
mary vaih and bis seatin the House. [He re- 


presents what is commonly known as the Territory | 


of Minescia embracing Minesola and that part of the | 
territory of Wisconsin not included within the boun- | 


duries of the new Slate of Wisconsin.] 


Reference of President’s Message.—On motion of 
Mr. Vinton, the Commitiee of ihe Whole on the 
State of the Union was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the resviutions relerring 
the several portions of the President’s annuai 
message lo appropriate committees, and the reso- 
luuious were then agreed to by a large majority. 
So the message has been referred. 
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Mr. Richardson, of the Mijgage Committee, in- 
quired of Mr. Gree/ey whether he had not himself 
computed his own mileage, and received his pay 
upon that computation ; and Mr. Greeley admitted 
that he had. 

The committee’ proceeded to vote on the 
amendments, but without final action rose, and 
the House adjourned. 


Wednesday, January 17, 1849. 


In Senate.—After the presentation of sundry 
communications, memorials and petitions, the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the bill 
to reduce the rates of postage, the prior orders of 
the day having been first postponed. 

[This bill enacts as follows: That rates of 
postage on all letters not exceeding in weight one 











ments of ibe Senate to the bill to supply defi- 


‘ciencies in the appropriations for the present | Congress, are to go free. 


fiscal year, were reierred to the committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Miieage.—On motion, the House went into 
committee of the Whole, and resumed the con- 
sideration of the Civil and Diplomatic Appropri 
ation biil. 

The question of mileage was again debated, 
and Mr. Murphy, of New York, charged his col- 
league, Mr. Greeley, wilb actually receiving more 
mileage than be (Mir. MW.) had received. 

Mr. Greeley replied, insisting that he had re- 
ceived his nnieage by the nearest-iravelled route. 





half am ounce, and for all distances, shall be 
three cents if pre-paid; if not pre-paid, five 
cents; drop Jetters, one cent; foreign letters, 
fifteen cents. 

For newspapers of one ounce weight, within 
fifty miles of the place of publication, haif a 
cent; over fifty miles, one cent; wet papers at 
the same rate, allowing them in weight one ounce 
and a half, 

The franking privilege is abolished; members 
of Congress on public business being permitted to 
send and receive letters not over one ounce in 
weight, to be paid for from the contingent funds 
of their respective Houses. 

Public documents are to go free as now.] 

Several amendments having been proposed in 
Committee, the question now was on those 
amendments. 

Mr. Niles then offered an amendment as a 
substitute for the fourth section of the bill, ad >pt- 
ing tules prescribed in the treaty with England, 
and applying them to the postal arrangements 
with all other countries, and to the Pacific Coast of 
the United States ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Miles proposed also further to amend by 
adding the fullowing proviso to the third section ; 
and also by adding a provision making the maxi- 
mum weight of letter postage two ounces instead 
of an ounce and ahalf. The proviso reads: 

‘*That publishers of newspapers and periodi- 
cals shall be entitled to receive, free of postage, 
one copy of any other newspaper or periodical 
in exchange for their own. publication, and bave 
the privilege of sending bills against (heir sub- 
scribers in theic papers or periodicals tree ot 
postage.”’ 

All of which were agreed to. 

Mr. Niles then moved to further amend the 
bill by inserting the following rates io lieu of 
those now in the bill, viz: 

“ All letters conveyed by mail any distance in 
the United States shail be charged with postage 
by weight, and according to their rates; letters 
weighing not exceeding half an ounce, shall pay 
a rate ol three cents to be prepaid, and five cents 
if not.so prepaid; letters weighing more than 
half an ounce and not exceeding one ounce, shail 


| pay two rates, or six cents, to ve prepaid, and ten 


cents if not prepaid ; letters weighing more than 
one ounce ard not exceeding two ounces shall 
pay four rates, or twelve cents, to be prepaid, 
and twenty cents if not prepaid; and letters ex- 
ceeding two ounces in weight shall pay an addi- 
tional postage of four rates, or twelve cents, lor 
every additional ounce or fractional part thereof, 
if prepaid, and tweoty cents if not prepaid.” 

Which was also agreed to. 

Mr. Niles then offered an amendment in rela- 
tion to the franking privilege, which is eotirely 
abolished by the bili after the first day of July 
next, except as tothe President of the United 
States, and the ex-Presidents of the United 
States. Communications, not exceeding one 
ounce, sent to or from the Vice President of the 
United States, or the officers and members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, duriug the 
session, to be paid out of the contingent fund of 
the Houses respectively. Documents printed by 
order of Congress, when sent by a member of 
Letiers or packages to 
or from the Heads of Departments, on official bu- 
siness, shall go free. 

Mr. edenneal moved to include the Judges of 
of the Supreme Court, with the Heads ot De- 
partments, in the privilege of receiving officivl 
communications free of . postage, which gave 
rise to a long debate, in the course of which Mr. 
Foote remarked that be was opposed to the ex- 
tension of this privilege to the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court—that this was perbaps bol exactly 
ihe Augusian age of American |itefature, but at 
is assuredly the age of polile letters—ine age 
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of letter-writing, and letter-writing with a ven- 
gence. He did not doubt that more letters 
were written and received (and most of them 
without the least necessity or propriety) at 
the present than were ever known before in 
any age of the world. Notwithstanding the 
profits arising therefrom to the post office de- 
partment, Mr. Foote considered this propensity a 
greatand growing evil, both ina political and 
social point of view; but the greatest mis- 
chief connected with this condition of things, he 
was free to declare, rose from this propensity in 
certain of our Judges, recently displayed in putting | 
themselves forth as magnates of the epistolary | 
tribe. Mr. Foote then proceeded to state that 
there was one Judge of the Supreme Court 
of the United States whose proclivity for let- 
ter-writing has displayed itself, on several late 
occasions, in a manner offensive to every in- 
telligent, public spirited and patriotic man in 
the Republic. He has descended from his 
high station to enter the political arena, and 
has published several letters designed for po- 
litical effect, in one of which he took it upon 
himself to lecture the two Houses of Congress 
upon their_duties ; in the midst of a pending war 
between his own country and a foreign nation 
presuming to urge upon Congress the with. 
holding of pecuniary supplies in order to force 
our armies into a withdrawal from the contest, 
in disgrace,—and in another to adjudicate a 
questiun before it had yet been submitted to him 
for hisdecision. Mr. F. concluded by declaring 
his firm belief that the conduct of this Justice, 
as a political letter-writer, was unworthy the 
bench, discreditable to the country, and wholly 
indefensible, and, venturing the opinion, that not 
one of the distinguished jurists who surrounded 
him, would rise in his vindication. 

Mr. Underwocd expressed his regret that the 
Senator from Mississippi had deemed this a pro- 
per occasion to introduce matter which had a 
personal bearing upon the gentleman to whom he 
has referred ; and, lest any of the Senators might 
have fallen into the error which this Senator has, 
he begged to say that the proposition gives no 
authority to any of the Judges to frank any of 
their private correspondence, or to receive it free 
of postage. 

Mr. Foote again rose, and stated that, just as 
he had predicted, no Senator had been found 
willing to compromise his own dignity by utter- 
ing a single word of defence in favor of a Su: 
preme Judge who had been assailed with charges 
the most serious. 

Mr. Diekinson also opposed the amendment, as 
affording no relief to the Judges unless it were 
extended to their private correspondence,! while 
it would impose an onerous tax upon the Govern- 
ment. 

The amendment offered was then withdrawn, 
by consent; when Mr. Underwood moved to strike 
out the words **sent or,” so as to include only 
letters received by the Vice President and mem- 
bers of Congress and the officers of the two 
Houses, to be paid from the contingent fund; and 
stated further, that if this amendment shall pre- 
vail, he would move also to strike out the same 
words from the other paragraph of the amend- 
ment, allowing the officers of the Executive De- 
partments only to receive Communications on ofli- 
cial business, tree of postage. 

Mr. Underwood expressed the opinion that the 
members of both Houses should bave the privi- 
lege of a public correspondence, free of postage, 

but could not see any reason why they should be 





exempt from an expense (in a correspondence | 


with their families and friends) which all other 








chusetts and hoped that an amendment to that 
effect would be introduced. 





The bill proposes to declare— 
That all that portion of the territory of the 


Mr. Niles remarked that the system proposed | United States, which was acquired by the treaty 
would make the prepayment of letters compul- | of peace with Mexico, shall be one State ; 


sory, which was an objection. ‘The inconveni- 


That the said territory shall be declared to be 


ence of a prepayment after office hours was also | at once (by force of this bill) one of the United 


stated to be an objection. 
requesting that the Senator from Kentucky would 
withdraw his amendment, there being as great 
diversity of opinion on the subjeci of the abolition 
of the frankiag prtvilege as there are Senators on 
this floor. 

The amendment was withdrawn, and the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill postponed. 

House or Representatives.—Mr. Fries of- 
fered a joint resolution extending the revenue 
laws over California, and authorizirg the Presi- 
dent to appoint a Collector at Monterey ; also, 
to establish a mint in California. Lies over. 
The Speaker then called on the Committee for 
reports, 
Mr. T. Smith, chairman of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, reported. with amendments, 
the Senate bill of the Jast session for ascertain- 
ing and paying the claims of American Citizeys 
against Mexico. Ordered to be printed and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. Joseph R. Ingersoll expressed a wish to of- 
| fer an amendment to the bill, ata proper time, 
which he desired to have printed; as it makes 
provision for claims allowed by the late Ameri- 
can Comissioners, but not passed upon by the ar- 
bitrators. 
Afier a conversational debate, the amendment 
was ordered to be printed. 

Several private bills were reported, which 
were committed, or otherwise disposed of. 

Mr. Wentworth called the attention of the 
House and the country to the fact that there 
were several gentlemen here, who uniformly 
opposed every allempt to take up a private bill 
out of order, insisting that they shouid go to the 
Committee of the whole House, and then, when 
the Committee were engaged upon the private 
calendar, made objection to every bill, and there- 
by defeated action upon them, 

Civil and Diplomatic Appropriation Bill.—On 
motion of Mr. Vinton, the House resolved _itseli 
into Committee of the Whole on the state ol 
the Union, (Mr. Smith, of Indiana, in the chair,) 
and proceeded to tke consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and dipioma- 
tic expenses of Government for the year ending 
June 30:hb 1849. 

‘The item under consideration was the first in 
the bill, making appropriation for mileage and 
per diem of members of Congress. 

To this item a great number of amendments 
| were proposed, on most of which five-minute 
speeches were made. 

None of the amendments, however, were 
agreed to, except (he following : 

An amendment moved by Mr, Venable. provi- 
ding that no member shall be allowed and paid 
lor services while absent from the House un- 
less by permission of the House, or absent from 
sickness ; aud— 

Au amendmert moved by Mr. Schenck, re- 
ducing the mileage of members of Congress to 
ten cents per mile for travelling expenses, to be 
computed by the usually travelled route, and 
fixing their compensation at $2,000 per annum. 

‘Lhe item of $1000 for the puichase of bovks for 





the Library of Congress was rejected. 

The item appropriating for tue Second Audi- 
tor’s Office being under consideration, an amend- 
ment Was proposed for an additional item of 
$20,000 for the employment of clerks at $1000 





citizens of the country are required to hear. 

Mr. Foole wade sume remarks, in which he 
expressed an entire indifference about what edi- 
tors and mercenary scribblers of slander for cor- 
rupt newspapers might say of him. He had not 
escaped caiutany—he did not expect, he did not 
desire to escape it. The dread of undeserved 
censure should never find entrance into this cham- 
ber. 

Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts, would go for the 
amendment provided that the obligation to 
prepay jetters would go with it. Mr. D. con- 
tenued that by such a course, wembers would 
get rid of much useless Correspondencethe Post 
Office Department would be saved the keeping 
of a large quantily of account books, and cleared 
of the Dead Letter Office, in which there is an 
accumulation of letters, for the transportation oi 
which no compensation is received. 

Nr. Westcott expressed his entire accordance 


with the suggestions of the Senator from Massa-| 














_submitted a report in writing, as follows : 


per anoum, and rejected. 
Some other amendments were proposed, none 

of which where however adopted; aud then the 

Committee rose and reported. 
And then the House adjourned. 





PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA INTO THE 
UNION. 

Mr. Berrien, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the bill for the ad- 
mission-of California into the Union as a State, 
reported the same back without amendment, and 


Mr. NV’. concluded by | States of America ; 


‘That such State shall be on an equal footing 
with the original States, in all respects whatso- 
ever, by the name and title of the State of Cali- 
fornia ; 
With a proviso, which declares that Congress 
reserves to itself the right, at any time it may 
choose to exercise the same, of forming and ad- 
mitting new States, out of any portion of said 
territory which lies east of the summit of the 
range known as the Sierra Nevada, or Califor- 
nia mountains, and with certain other reserva- 
tions for the protection of the public property of 
the United States in the said State. 
It provides for the establishment of district 
courts of the United States, and the appointment 
of the requisite officers, as in the other States of 
the Union, and for the representation of the said 
State in the Congress of the United States. 
The proposed amendments which have been 
laid on the table of the Senate, and printed by 
its order, and which accompany the bill referred 
to the committee, provide for the election of 
delegates to a convention to form a constitution 
for the State of California—prescribe the num- 
ber of those delegates, and authorize the judges, 
attorneys, and marshals, provided for by the 
bill, to lay off the territory into election districts, 
to apportion the delegates, to prescribe the time 
and places of holding the elections, to designate 
the persons who shall conduct the same, aid to 
prescribe the time and place for assembling of 
the convention. The last amendment proposed 
declares who shall be entitled to vote for dele- 
gates to the convention. 
The actual condition of the territory of Cali- 
fornia, as stated in a letter from the Department of 
State, recently laid before Congress, is this: The 
military government established in that territory 
ceased, by the conclusiun of the treaty of peace, 
to derive its authority from that source of power. 
But the Secretary thinks that the termination of 
the war left a government de facto in full opera- 
tion, which will continue with the presumed 
consent of the people, until Congress shall pro- 
vide for them a territorial government. The 
great law of necessity, he says, justifies this con- 
clusion ; and the consent of the people is inferred 
from the fact that the only alternative would be 
a state of anarchy, beyond the protection of all 
laws. The substance and import of the letter 
are given, not its language. ‘The political cou- 
dition of New Mexico is the same. According 
to this view, there is then no legitimate govern- 
ment existing in these territories. Mexican rule 
over them was superseded by the military go- 
veroment established during the war, and in 
every event by their transfer to the United 
States by the treaty of peace, on the occurrence 
of which that temporary government ceased also 
to have a legal existence. A government de fac- 
to, resting on the presumed assent of the people, 
is all, therefore, that protects them from auar- 
chy. 

is view of this state of things, the President, 
in his annual message at the commencement of 
the present session, declared it to be the duty of 
Congress to provide, with the least possible de- 
lay, for New Mexico and California, regular!y 
organized territorial governments. Adhering to 
the usages oi our predecessors, in relation to ter- 
ritories which have been acquired by the Uni- 
ted States by treaties with foreign nations, the 
President recommends the establishment of ter- 
ritorial goveroments. ‘The bill which has been 
referred to the committee, departing from this 
settied and uniform policy, proposes to create a 
State to upite the territories of New Mexico 
and California, very large in extent, sparsely 
populated, and inhabited by a people the greater 
portion of whom are strangers to our. coustitu- 
tion and laws, and, in the judgment of the com- 
mittee, unfilled, in their present condition, to be 
incorporated into this Union on terms of politi- 
cal equality with the people of the United States. 
Such, u will be recoilected, was the view taken 
by thé Senate when the treaty with Mexico was 
under consideration. The mith article of that 
trealy was in consequence amended, so as to 





The Commitlee on the Judiciary, to whom was re- 
Serred the bill for the admission of California into 





the Union as a State, ask leave to submit the fol- 
lowing +eport: ’ 








give notice to the Mexican government, and to 
| tuose Mexicans who chose to trausfer their al- 
| legiance to the United States, of the terms on 
/which they would be incorporated into the 
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Union, and be admitted to all the rights of citi- 
zens of the Uuited States; that this would be 
done not instantly, as is proposed by this bill, 
but ‘at the proper time to be judged of by the 
Congress of the United States;” that is to say, 
when, by a course of territorial pupilage, they 
had become acquainted with our constitution and 
Jaws, conversant with the operations of the go- 
vernmeat, and had acquired, in some degree that 
similarity of character which can alone fit men 
for che intimate political association which ex- 
ists between the several States of this Union; 
without doubt, the power thus reserved to Con- 
gress by the amendment which has been spoken 
of, would have existed without this express re- 
servation, unless the contrary had been stipula- 
ted in the treaty; but it was fit, in treating with 
strangers to our peculiar institutions, to advise 
them of the existence of the power, and of the 
determination of Congress to exercise it; and it 
is as an expression of the views of the Senate, 
evincive of that determination, that it is now re- 
ferred to. 

But, independently of these considerations, 
which they think would render it inexpedient to 
pass this bill, there is, in the opinion of the 
committee, a question of power which deserves 
the attention of the Senate. 

The third section of the fourth article of the 
constitution provides that ‘new States may 
be admitted by the Congress into this Union,” 
and the Jast paragraph of the same section de- 
clares that ‘‘ the Congress shall have the power 
to dispose of and make all needful rules and 
regulations respecting the territory or other pro- 
perty belonging to the United States.” 

Under this last clause, or under the power to 
govern, which is necessarily implied in the right 
to acquire territory, Congress bas passed laws to 
organize the various territorial governments 
which have from time to time existed within the 
limits of the United States; while under the 
first they have admitted the people of those ter- 
ritories into the Union, when, in process of time 
they had become States, duly organized as 
such. The States so admitted, have been either— 

1. Such as formed a part of some one of the 
States of the Union, and were separated from it 
by the consent of such State; or, 

2. Such as were formed out of territories ce- 
ded to the United States by one of the States, or 
by a foreign government, 

‘Those of the first class were promptly admit- 
ted into the Union as States, having previously 
organized governments composed of a people 
familiar with our institutions, and sufficiently nu- 
merous to entitle them to this privilege. Ver- 
mont and Kentucky are examples of this class. 
The States which have been formed out of terri- 
tories ceded to the United States by some one of 
the States, have been uniformly subjected in the 
first instance to territorial governments, and have 
been subsequently admitted as States, when they 
had attained the requisite numbers, and on the 
exhibition to Congress of a constitution establish- 
ivg a republican form of government, which, by 
the fourth section of the fourth article of the con- 
stitution, the United States were bound to guar- 
anty to every State. ‘Tennessee and Ohio are 
the earliest examples of this class. 

The same course of proceecing has been adopt- 
ed in relation to territories acquired by cession 
from foreign powers, They have first been or- 
ganized as Territories, and subsequently admitted 
as States. Louisiana and Florida are instances 
of this. In no case has the power conferred by 
the constitation to admit new States been exer- 
cised in behalf of an unorganized body of people, 
having bo constitution, or laws, or legitimate 
bond of Union, by the creation by Congress of a 
State, and its instant admission into the Union as 
one of the sovereign States of the confederacy. 
Independently of the inexpediency of such a 
course, in the opinion of the committee, Congress 
has no power to adopt it. 

The power conferred by the constitution on 
Congress is to admit new Slates—not to create 
them. According to the theory of our govern- 
ment, the creation of a State is an act of popular 
sovereignty, not of ordinary legislation. it 1s by 
the will of the people of whom the State is com- 
posed, assembled in convention, that it is created. 
Congress may provide for the assembling of a 
convention ; but it is the will of the peopie, ex- 
pressed in that convention, which alone creates 
the State ; and until that is done, the power 
conferred by the constitution on Congress, * to 

,admit new States” into the Union, is not called 
nto exercise. There is nothing upon which it 











can operate. In the opinion of the committee, 


‘then, this bill ought not to pass, because it pro- 


poses the exercise, by Congress, of a power not 
vested by the constitution in the National Legis- 
lature—namely, the creation of a new State. 

But there are other, and, as the committee 
think, valid objections to this bill. lt proposes 
to unite al] the territories acquired by the treaty 
with Mexico, and with it to constitute one State. 
This territory, extending over — degrees of lati- 
tude and — degrees of longitude, is obviously 
too large for one of the States of this Union; 
and that such was the view of the framer of this 
bill is manifest from the proviso, by which ‘* Con- 
gress reserves to itself the right, at any time it 
may choose to exercise the same, of forming and 
admitting new States out of any portion of said 
territory which lies east of the summit of the 
range known as the Sierra Nevada, or California 
mountains.” 

In the opinion of the committee, this proviso 
would be simply void, if the purview of the bill 
would have any validity; and if it would not, 
the proviso would have nothing on which to ope- 
rate. 

By the enacting clause it is provided that these 
territories shall be one State, and the same is 
thereby declared to be ** one of the United States 
of America, on an equal footing with the original 
States in all respects whatsoever, by the name 
and title of the State of California.” If this en- 


mediately on the passage of this bill, these 
united territories would become one of the sove- 
reign States of this Union, on an equal footing 
with the original States in all respects whatso- 
ever. Now, it is the privilege of each of the 
sovereign States of this Union not to be dissev- 
ered without its consent, for the same section of 
the constitution on which this bill is founded pro- 
vides that ‘*no new State shall be formed or 
erected within the jurisdiction of any other 
State,’ without the consent of the legislature of 
such State. If, therefore, under the enactment 
of this bill, these territories were admitted as one 
of the sovereign States of the Union, the integ- 
rity of this new State in its whole extent would 
be guarantied by the constitution; and so long as 
that instrument is held sacred, it might safely 
defy the utmost power of the government, or of 
its co-States, to circumseribe the limits of its 
jurisdiction. Again : This bill having created a 
new State, which is to spring into existence at 
the momeat of its enactment, clothed with all 
the powers and invested with all the rights which 
belong to the original States, on an equal footing 
in all respects whatever, with each of the sove- 
reign States of this Union, such State is there- 
fore entitled to regulate its own concerns accord- 
ing to its own discretion, and unembarrassed by 
the interference of Congress. The power which 
Congress may thereafter exercise within this new 
but sovereign State is precisely such as it exer- 
cised within any other State of the Union. To 
the State itself belongs exclusively the establish- 
ment of its Own municipal and domestic regula- 
tions. If the people who compose it desire to 
originate a constitution, or to provide a new one, 
the manner in which this shall be accomplished 
the State alone must prescribe. It alone can de- 
lermine upon the assembling of a convention, the 
number of delegates of which it shall be com- 
posed, the qualifications of voters, and the time 
and place at which the convention shall assem- 
ble. If this 1s not so, the new State is not sove- 
reigu—it is not on a fooling in this respect with 
the other States of the Union; for no one will 
doubt that such an exercise of power by Con- 
gress, within any of those States, would be abso- 
lutely nugatory. If this bill, therefore, were 
effective to create, as i proposes to do, a new 
aud sovereign State, it seems to the committee 
that all the provisions which relate to the con- 
venuuon, the number of the delegates, the mode 
of their selection, the qualification of the vcters, 
and the time and place at which it shall assemble, 
are beyond the jurisdiction of Congress, and ex- 
clusively within that of the State. 

lf it be said that Congress: has. hitherto exer- 
cised similar powers on the admission of States 
into. the Union, the answer is, that they have 
only been exercised over the territories of the 
United States preparatory to their admission as 
States, and were to be, and were, carried into 
effect befure such admission. And if, again, it 
be said that the people of this new State, being 
without a constitution of government, will be 
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actment were valid, the effect would be that im-! 


formed, it seems obvious to reply that this diffi- 
culty, if it be insurmountable, only serves more 
distinctly to prove the incongruity of an act of 
legislation which proposes to create a sovereign 
State, whose sovereignty necessarily excludes 
all foreign interference in its internal concerns, 
and which has, at the same time, no agencies of 
ils own by which its sovereign powers may be 
exercised. 

The committee have deemed it their duty to 
submit to the Senate one further suggestion in 
relation to the bill which has been referred to 
them. It proposes to admit asa State the whole 
territory acquired by the United States from 
Mexico, including thus in its whole extent the 
territory of New Mexico. It is known that the 
State of Texas claims the Rio Grande as its 
western bonndary, which claim embraces a con- 
siderable portion of that territory. The eflect of 
the proposed bill, would, therefore, necessarily 
be to lay the foundation of a litigation between 
the new State and the State of Texas, to be 
determined by the Supreme Court, with the de- 
lay incident to such an investigation. So long 
as it retains its territorial form, it is subject tu 
the jurisdiction of Congress, so far as the rights 
of the territory are concerned, and without look- 
ing to the terms of the resolution for the annexa- 
tion of Texas, or inquiring whether it may not 
be considered wholly subject to their jurisdic- 
tion. In every event, with a view to the equita- 
ble and more speedy adjustment of the boundary 
| between the State of Texas and this newly ac- 
quired territory, and without expressing an opi- 
| pion of the validity or invalidity of the claim of 
| that State, in the opinion of the committee it 
| would be desirable that this boundary should be 

determiued before any new State is created whose 
| limits would be affected by it. 
The committee are, however, very sensible of 
| the importance of providing a government for 
each of these territories, as well from a just re- 
gard to the welfare of the people who inhabit 
thems, as to the interests of the United States 
/and our own treaty stipulations with Mexico; 
| and without entering into details on this subject, 
which are familiar to all, and awaiting the fur- 
ther instructions of the Senate, the committee 
ask Jeave to submit the following resolution. 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to pass the 
bill entitled ** A bill for the admission of Cali- 
fornia into the Union as a State.” 

A majority of the committee also recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution : 
| Resolved, Tiat it is proper to organize territo- 
rial governments for that portion of the territory 
of California which lies west of the Sierra Ne- 
vada or California mountains, and for the terri- 
tory of New Mexico lying west of the western 
boundary of the State of ‘Texas. 











i 





AppRAIsALs OF Mercuanpise :—The follow- 
ing circular has been issued from the Treasury 
Department, dated December 26, 1848: 

Differences of practice existing in \he several 
ports relative to the appraisement of merchandise 
the following additional instructions are issued 
for the government of collectors, appraisers, and 
other officers of the customs, under the 24th 
section, act 30th of August, 1842, which is in 
these words: ‘* That it shall he the duty of all 
collectors and other officers of the customs to 
execule and carry into effect all instructions of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, relative to the 
execution of the revenue laws; aud in case any 
difficulty shall arise as to the true construction 
or meaning of any part of such revenue laws, 
the decisiun of the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be conclusive and binding upon all sucn 
coliectors aud other officers of the customs.” 

The interests of the country and of fair and 
honorable werchants require that this department 
should, by every means in iis powérysecure not 
only the revenue against loss, but should main- 
tain such merchants 1n their business against sales 
of imported articles at diminished rates, aris- 
ing from fraud or under-valuation. 

To appraisers the government looks for cor- 
rect valuation of foreign imports. On these of- 
ficers, more than any other, does the success of 
the ad valorem system depend. ‘Their responsi- 
bilities aré great, and it is expected that their 


Ne Ie Ne ne 








unabie to provide the means by which a conven- 
tion may ve assembled and a constitution may be 


efloris wilt dot’ bé relaxed to chgck every un- 
der-valuation or fraud) upon .the revenue, by 
Whdmseecvér allempted. id the strict and failh- 
fuk performance ol their duty, at times necessa- 
rily disagreeable, “their judgment should have 
great weight with other ufficers of the revenue 
service, and especially with the collectors of 
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ports, who should, in all cases, render them 
every aid and co-operation in their power. 

The intent of the 17th section of the act of 
30th of August, 1842, in the appointment of mer- 
chant appraisers, is evidently to give the mer- 
chants an opportunity to appeal from one class 
of appraisers (o another. But it is clear that Con- 
gress did not design to relinquish the power in 
the government to select the merchant apprai- 
sers lo whom the case might be referred, or to 
give the parties appealing any more voice in the 
selection of such appraisers, than of any other 
government officers. To consult the parties 
concerned, or allow them a voice in the selection 
of merchant appraisers, would soon result in 
permitting the imporiers to contrul the appraise- 
ment of their own goods, which it is presumed 
1s Not permitted al any port. 

_ Merchant appraisers should be particularly 
insiructed that, when acting in that capacity, 
they are to be governed by the same rules and 
regulations as provided by law for the direction 
of regular appraisers, and are to act upon the 
prinesple that the invoice price, or even the price 
actually paid for an article of merchandise, is by 
bo means a true Criterion of the fair market 
Value, as prescribed by law. Adopta contrary 
principle, and one who is so fortunate as to have 
@ quantily of merchandise given him, would be 
enlilied to receive it iree of duly, or ata nomi- 
nal duly, if purchased at nominal prices, and 
different rates would often be assessed by ap- 
pia.sers, on articles of tLe same value. The fair 
watket value intended by Jaw, is the general or 
ruling price of the article ** in the principal mar- 
kels ol the country from which the same shail 
have been imports.””. The Treasury Circular of 
August the 7tn, 1848, declares that ** forced sales 
in foreign markets at reduced prices, under ex- 
traordinary or peculiar Circumstances, cannot 
be taken as the true maket value of such goods.” 

‘To secure uniformity of action at the different 
porls, lube merchant appraisers are lo be selected, 
aud their appraisemeuts made in the fol owing 
mapver; When the appraisers all concur, they 
way designate five Dawes, or when such cnocur- 
rence does not exist, the appraiser making the 
advance, may desiguate five hames of impartial 
merchents, citizens of the United States, familiar 
with the value of merchandize, and of the high- 
est credit lor inlegrity apd fair dealing, trom 
whom it is recommended tbat the collector se- 
ject two as the merchaut appraisers, to act under 
the law, who shull be duly swofn as provided for 
in the treasury justructions of July 6, 1347, 
omitting in the vath the pame of the importer. 
in the wotice to be seut to the appaisers seieecid 
as provided iv the same instructions, the name ol 
\he Importer is also to be omilied. 

‘The names of the merchant appraisers selec- 
ted, shall also be withbeld from the importers, 
. until such appraisers assemble for the perform- 

auce of tiemw duly, as it is important thal no ex 
parte Slalemenis be permitted, the sole object 
veimg to oblain a fair and disinterested examuna- 
tion and valuation of the mercbandize. When 
the collector bas fixed the time and place for the 
merchant appraisers to assemble, he wall votily 
the importer of such time and piace, bul not the 
merchant appraisers. Such twporter may be 
present if he desires, and every proper jaculity 
should be given him jor a thorough examination 
aud ascertainment of value. ; 

‘Yo facilitate collectois in settling their ac- 
counts, this re-appraisement should take place 
immediately, or al all events, not be delayed be- 
youd six days from the time (he re-appruisement 
is demsndeu, unless in the Opinion vf the mer- 
chavl appraisers, there are extraordinary cir- 
Cumpslances requilipg aM analysis, or prouf not 
lo be procured within thal period. Sheuld such 
delay exlend beyond len Gays, a statement ol 
the Castg»y the collector must be forwarded to 
this Department for its examination. The col- 
lector, in such Cases, shall aisu cajl on the regu- 
jar appraisers for a stalement, aud transmit it to 
the Departuent, Io all cases where the mer- 
Clalit applaisers assess a lower value iban the 
regular appraisers, ihe coilector will report to 
the department a luli staiementof the case, to 
be recordeu here, lugether with the names ot the 
merchautappraisers, He will also transmit at 
the sauwe lime to thisdeparlment for record bere, 
a stalemen@which he will obtain of the case 
irom the regular appraiser. *. tif 


a 
in case lhe Mei chant appraisers are at variance 


With cach olber ip their appraisemepls, gud the 
cuolieclor Compelled, accoiuing to Jaw, to decide 
between them, itis expected that he will, with- 
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out delay, or within five days from “he time the 
re-appraisement is made, decide the question of 
value, and if he aJopts the lowest appraisement 
made, be will give the reasons for tie same in 
his statement to be ferwarded to this department 
for record, as directed above. | 

This department earnestly invites the co-ope- 
ration of collectors, appraisers, and other offi- 
cers of the customs in enforcing correct valua- 
tions, and will also be glad to receive informa- 
tion and assistance from all honorable merchants 
and cilizens who desire to proteet the revenue, 
to guard the rights of the honest trader, and to 
insure the faithful execution of the laws. The 
selection of ** merchant appraisers” should not 
be confined exclusively to those connected with 
foreign imports, but, when the requisite know- 
ledge exists, should be extended so as to em- 
brace domestic manufacturers, and producers and 
other citizens acting as merchants, although not 
dealing in foreign merchandize. 

In all cases where the advance by the regular 
appraisers ia short of the penalty, they shall re- 
port to this department the names of the impor- 
ler, consignee, and consignor, together with the 
invoice value and rate advanced. 

The law requiring importers to give notice 
forthwith” to the coliector of a demand for 
re-appraisement, no such re-appraisment. shall 
take place unless notice is given to the collector, 
in writing, of such demand, within a period not 
longer than the day succeeuing the notice of such 
appraisment, which the regular appraisers shall 
give in ali Cases, as suon as the appraisment is 
made, 

in all cases where the goods are advanced by 
the regular appraisers twenly per cept., more 
than the invoice, and no re-appraisement is called 
for, (he said appraisers, on ascertaining that fact, 
shall report to the collector in writing whether 
the interests of the Government will best be 
promoted by taking the duly with the penalty, as 
prescribed by jlaw,or by taking the duty in kind, 
aS authorized by the 18th section of the act of 
29th August, 1842, as enforced by the circular of 
this department of the 28ih of November, 1846, 
and if the the appraisers advise the duly to ve 
required in kind, it shall be so taken by the 
collector. 

lu all such cases also, when the goods are ad- 
vanced by the regular appraisers twenly per 
cent. above the invoice value, and a re-appraise- 
meutis made by the merchant appraisers, the 
collector shall make a statement of the doly 
thus ascertained and fixed by him, including the 
penally, if any, to the regular appraisers, who 
Shall tuereupon report in writing to the collec- 
lor, Whether it is the interest of the government 
lo take the duly thus ascertained or require the 
duty im kind, aud if the regular appraisers ad- 
vise the duly to be required in kinu, it shall be so 
taken by the coliector. 

in ali cases when the duty is taken in hand, it 
is to be thus assessed under the law, according 
lo the several schedules, viz: If the duty be 1UU 
per cent. the whole of the goods sbali be taken ; 
if 40 per cent. two-fifibs; if 30 per cent. 
three-ienths; i 25 per cent. one-quarter; if 2U 
per cent. one-tenth; if 5 percent. one-twenti- 
eth; and the goods so taken in kind, are to be 
sold as provided in treasury circularjot 28t4 No- 
vember, 1846. 

‘These regulations, while protecting the reve- 
Due against iraud or under-yuluations, will insure 
correct invoices, Inducing a Compliance, where 
necessary, wilh the eighib section of the act ol 
3Uih July, 1846, and guard the interests of the 
fair and hoveradle merchaul. 

Whenever ii is found necessary by the regular 
appraisers OF merchaut wppraisers to guard 
agaivst iraud or undet-valuation, they will carry 
in. @ eficct the following provisicn of the secoud 
veciaiing that “tin appraising all goods at 
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the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1846, to 
which reference is required by the law to values 
and invoices of similar goods, when necessary to 
prevent fraud or under-valuation. 

Where goods are advanced in price by apparise. 
ment the estimates of the per centage advance, 
to ascertain whether the same ure liable to the 
penalty as fprovided for in the 8ih section of the 
30th of July, 1846, must be made only on the 
article so raised in price, and such additional 
duty and penalty must be so levied and collected. 
In no case will the advance be estimated on the 
entire invoice, except where the goods are the 
same in quality, description and value, and the 
same advance of price is made on the whole. 

R. J. WALKER, Secretary of the Treasury. 








Cauirornia —Among the documents accom- 
panying the Message of the President, is a letter 
from the Secretary of State tothe Post Office 
Agent for that Territory, from which the follow- 
ing extracts are made : 


The President deeply regrets that Congress 
did not at their Jate session establish a territorial 
government for California. it would now be 
vain to enter into the reasons of this omission. 
Whatever these may have been, be is firmly con- 
vinced that Congress feel a deep interest in the 
welfare of California and its people, and will, 
at an early period of the next session, provide 
for them a territorial government suited to their 
wants. 

Our laws relating to trade and intercourse 
with the Indians will then be extended over them 
—custom houses will be established for the col- 
lection of the revenue, and Jiberal grants of land 
will be made to those bold and patriotic citizens 
who amid privations and dangers have emugra- 
ted or shall emigrate to that territory from the 
States on this side of the Rocky Mountains. 

In the mean time, the condition of the people 
of California is anomalous, and will require on 
their part the exercise of great prudence and 
discretion. By the conclusion of the treaty of 
peace, the military government which was es- 
tublished over them, under the laws of war, as 
recognised by the practice of all civilized na- 
tions, has ceased to derive its authority from 
this source of power. But is there for this rea- 
son, no governwent in California? Are Jife, lib- 
erly, and property under the protection of no 
existing authorities ? 

This would be a singular phenomenon in the 
face of the world, and especially among Ameri- 
can cilizens, distinguished as they are above all 
other peopie for their jJaw-abiding character. 
Fortunately they are not reduced to this sad con- 
dition. ‘The termination of the war leit an ex- 
isting governmeni—a government de facto—in 
full operation; and this will continue with the 
presumed cousent of the people, until Congress 
shall provide tor them a territorial government. 

‘| his government de facto will of course exer- 
cise no power inconsistent with the provisions of 
the constitution of the United States, which is 
the supreme law of the land. For this reason 
no import dulies can be levied in California on 
articles the growth, produce, or manulacture of 
of the Uoned States, as no such duties can be 
imposed in apy other part of our Union on the 
productions of California. 

Nor can new duties be charged in Calsfornia 
upon such foreign productions as have aiready 
paid duties ia avy of our ports of entry, for the 
obvious reason that Caliloroia is within the terri- 
tory of the United States. 1 shall not enlarge 
upon this sulject, however, as the Secretary of 
the Treasury will peciorm that duty. 

Tne President urgently advises the people of 
California to live peaceably aud quietly under the 
existing Goverument. He believes that this will 





seclion of the actof the lUih of August, 1840, 
avy putt of the United States beretotore subjec- 
led to specific dulies, bui upon which ad valuiem 
duties are imposed by the act of the 30ih of July 
jast, eutilled * Aa act reducing the duly on im- 
ports and for other pupuses,” reference shail be 
had lo value and invoices of similar goods lm- 
ported during the ijast fiscal year, under such 
general and uniiorm regulations lor the preven- 
op of iraud or uoder-vaiuation, a8 Shall be pre- 
scribed by tue Secretary of tbe ‘lreasury,” as 
enlorced vy circular mstructions of the Liih ob 
November, 1846, and 26th of November, 1846. 


** The last fscal year” designated in tus section 


intended by Covgress, was ** the Jast fiscal year” 
preceding ihe enactment of that jaw, which was 





promote their lasting and best interests — Ii it be 
|not what they could desire and hada right to ex- 
| pect, they can console themselves with the re- 
ection tuat it will endure but for a few months. 
Should they altempt to change or amend it du- 
ring this brief period, they most probably could 
nol accomplish their object before the govern- 
ment established by Cougress would go into ope- 
ration. 

ln the mean time the country would be agita- 
ted, the citizens would be withdrawn from weir 
usual csmploy ments, and domestic strife might di- 
vide and exasperale Lhe people against each other ; 
and this is all to establish a government which in 
vo conceivable contingency could endure for a 
single year. During wie brief period it is bet- 
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ter to bear the ills they have, than to fly to oth- 
ers that they know not of. 

The permanent prosperity of any new coun- 
try is identified with the perfect securily of its 
Jand titles. Prudent men will be deterred from 
emigrating to a State or territory where they 
cannot obtain an indisputable title, and must con- 
sequently be exposed to the danger of strife and 
litigation in respect fo the soil on which they 
dwell. 

It is fortunate, therefore, that Congress alone, 
under the Constitution, possesses * the power to 
dispose of and make al! needful rules and regula- 
tions respecting the territory or other property 
belonging to the United States.”” In the exercise 
of this power, the President is convinced that the 
emigrants will receive liberal donations of the 
putlic lands. 

Although Congress have not established a ter- 
ritorial government for the people of California, 
they have not been altogether unmindful of their 
interests. The benefit of our post office laws 
has been extended to them; and you will bear 
with you authority from the Postmaster General 
to provide for the conveyance of mails among 
hemselyes and between them and the citizens of 
Oregon, and of our States east of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

The monthly steamers on the line from Pana- 
ma to Astoria, hase been required ** to stop and 
deliver ani take mails at San Diego, San Fran- 
cisco, and Monterey.”” These steamers, connec- 
ted py the Isthmus of Panama with those on the 
Atlantic, between New York and Chagres, will 
keep up a regular communication with Califor- 
nia, and will afford facilities to all those who de- 
aire to emigrate to that territory. 

The necessary appropriations have also been 
made by Congress to maintain troops in Califor- 
nia to protect its inhabitants against all attacks 
from a civilized or savage foe, and it will afford 
the President peculiar pleasure to perform the 
duly promptly and effectively. 








Che States, 


New Hampsutre.—The House of Representa- 
tives, on the day before their final adjournment, 
by a vote of 176 to 39, passed a bili enacting that 
‘** whenever any man having a family, shall con- 
nect himself with any religious sect, or society, 
which professes to believe the relation of hus- 
band and wife unlawful, or cohabitation between 
them sinful, the right of such husband over his 
property shall be suspended, and thereafter, the 
wife of such person shall have the management 
and control of such property, in the same way 
and manner as her said husband might have done 
before such connection, except that the said 
wife shall not convey any'real estate of her said 
husband, or lease the same fora longer period 
than five years.” Provision was made, that the 
property might be restored to him, in case he 
should abandon said sect or society, The Senate 
postpoved the bill indefinitely by a unanimous 
vote: probabiy deeming it unconstitutional, as 
well as inexpedient. 


_Micuican.--The Legislature assembled at Lan- 
sing, (the new capital of the State,) on the Ist 
inst. “I'he Senate organized by the election of 
Wu. L. Bancroft, as Secretary. The House was 
not perivanently organized on the morning of the 
first day of the session. Gov. Ransom’s Message, 
however, appears in the Detroit papers of the 3u, 
occupying nearly ten columns of the Free Press. 
Every question of importance to the State at 
large is treated at length—a great portion of the 
message being devoted to financial affairs, a re- 
form in the system of taxation, (so as to make it 
more just, equal, and uniform,) the amendment 
and revision of the Constitution as to several im- 
portant features, and un appeal to the Legislature 
in favor of short sessions. ‘Khe Governor also gives 
his reasons for withholding his signature from 
the bilis to extend the charter of the Farmers’ 
and Mechanics’ Bank, and to put off the time of 
payments of the Southern Railroad Company of 
its dues to the State. He also advocates the 
election of all officers by the people, a compen- 
tation for Presidential Piectors, the erection of 
asylums for the deaf, dumb and the blind, and 
the insane. 


According to the message, the State debt amounts 
to $2,849,939 U6 
To meet which the State has availa- 
le resources (exclusive of the annual 
revenue derivable trom the State tax, 
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specific taxes, and other sources,) a- 
mounting to $889,228 87 


Leaving to be provided for, $1,960,710 18 


The Governor recommends the raising by tax- 
ation of a sum sufficient to pay the interest of the 
debt, and a further sum of about $100,000, which 
is estimated to be adequate, if annually applied 
to the reduction of the principal, to effect its ex- 
tinguishment as early as January, 1870, when 
the residue of the debt above what is now due 
will have matured. Jf this recommendation be 
adopted, the rate of taxation for State purposes 





Gov. Ransom asserts the power of Congress 
to prohibit the formation of slave States out of 
free territory, and believes the exercise of such 
power to be in accordance with the feelings and 
opinions of the people of Michigan. 


The following extract is in reference to this 
subject: 


That human slavery is politically, socially and 
morally wrong, no right-minded man will ques- 
tion. That its existence is detrimental to the 
prosperity and happiness of any people, is, in my 
judgment, equally certain. A comparative view 
uf the progress in the acquisition of wealth, in 
the diffusion of knowledge and in the arts of 
civilization, in the slave and non-slaveholding 
States of this Union, clearly demonstrates that 
such is the fact. 

The introduction of slavery into the American 
colonies, under the authority of the English go- 
vernment, was long and strenuously resisted by 
the colonists. The institution of negro slavery 
aud the :oleration of the African slave-trade, they 
charged upon the home government, as among 
ths most flagrant abuses inflicted upon their in- 
fant settiements. Ata much later day, Thomas 
Jefferson, whose hand first traced the great and 
eternal truth, that ** all men are created equal,” 
denominated slavery a ‘* heavy reproach ;” and 
other great and good men, who, like Mr. Jeflfer- 
son, were themselves slaveholders, have, al every 
period of our country’s history, pronounced it an 
unmixed evil. If, then, such is the acknowledged 
character and tendencies of slavery, should it be 
suffered to extend a single line into territory now 
free? ‘lhe deep and abiding sentiment of my own 
heart—the deliberate and settled conviction of 
my judgmeut, aiike respond, no, never. 


PENNSYLVANIA.—-Legislature.—-We have al- 
ready noticed the election of Mr. Darsie (Whig) 
as President pro tem., of the Senate,—of Mr. 
William F, Packer (Dem.) as Speaker of the 
House,—and of the Hon. James Cooper, of 
Adams Couuty, as United States Senator. Since 
this annunciation the Houses have been fully or- 
ganized, the Senate haviug chosen a Whig Sec- 
retary and subordinate officers, and the House a 
Democratic Clerk, and other officers. On the 
13ih i .st., the acting Governor, Johnson, tendered 
ihe resignation of his seat as President and mem- 
ber of the Senate, when an election for Presi- 
dent was gone into, which resulted in the unani- 
mous choice of Mr. Darsie, the President pro 
tem. On the same day the Committee appoinied 
lo examine the votes given fur Governor at the 
late election, made report as follows :—For Wil- 
liam F. Johnson, 168,522; for Morris Long- 
streth, 168,225; Scattering, 72. Johnson’s ma- 
jority 225. 

Gideon J. Ball Esq., (Whig) was chosen, on 
5th ballot, on the J5ih mst., ‘Treasurer of the 
State. ‘The vole stood, as follows: Gideon J. 
Bali, 65; Arnoid Piummer 59; Thomas J. Gro- 
ver, 5; Mr. Ball voted for himself. 

Ou the 16th inst.. the inauguration of the Go- 
vervor elect touk place in the Hall of the House 
of Kepresentatives in presence of both Houses, 
and a large assemblage of citizens from the various 
portivos of the State. Aller the oath of induc- 
lion was administered, the Governor delivered 
the followimg address : 


Friends and Fellow-citizens: 

‘The kindness aod confidence of the people 
having cast upon methe Executive functions of 
the government, and the prescribed oath to sup- 
port the Constitution having been administered, 
i should be false to the sacred trust reposed in 
me, and unworthy the confidence manifested, did 
1 not deeply feel the responsibility of my po- 
sition, and firmly resolve to merit your support. 

Frofoundly sensibie, however, of my own 
weakuess, aud fully conscious that without the 
encouragement aud assistance of the people, the 





Chief Magistrate is unable properly to discharge 
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the high duties of his station, and instead of the 
substanee of popular power, becomes the empty 
shadow of Executive authority, | would earnest- 
ly invoke at the hands of the citizens, the effi- 
cient aid of the same spirit which called into 
existence the free institutions of our country, to 
assist me in supporting and defending them. 

At the commencement of an administration, it 
has been a custom with the Executive to indi- 
cate the principles which will govern his coun- 
cils, and the measures he may desire for the bene- 
fitof the people. The annual message delivered 
at the opening of the present session of the Le- 
.gislature, has superseded the necessity of. a strict 
compliance with this usage, and on this occasion 
it will suffice to refer to a few general views of 
the public policy that shall receive at my hands 
the fullest and steadiest support and considera- 
lion. 

At all times and under all circumstances, the 
highest obligation of the public servant is the 
maintenance and defence of our republican in- 
stitutions, That these shall receive, in the exer- 
cise of Executive power, a sound interpretation 
—that no impediment shall interfere to prevent 
the salutary influence of their principles—that 
the popular mind, when understood shall be 
obeyed, are indices which no public officer will 
disregard. 

The founders of the Republic inspired with 
profound wisdom, declared, that all men are 
born equally free and independent; thatthe right 
of defending life and liberty, of acquiring, pos- 
sessing, and protecting property and reputation, 
are indefeasible ; that all power is inherent in 
the people, andall free governments are founced 
on their authority ; that no preference shall ever 
be given by Jaw to any religious establishments 
or modes of worship, that no one can be de- 
prived of his life, liberty or property, unless by 
the judgment of his peers, or the law of the 
land ; that no man’s property shall be taken or 
applied to public use, without the consent of 
his representatives; that education should be 
promoted, and the blessing of inteilectual cul- 
ture placed within the reach of every citizen. 
History and experience have demonstrated the 
justice of these principles, and private feelings, 
as well as public duty, demand for them a cor- 
dial support. 

It is said of a venerated maxim, that the object 
of all just governments, is the greatest good of 
the greatest number, In reducing this theory to 
practice, it shall be a constant endeavor to pro~ 
cure such legislation as shall promote religion 
and morality and encourage science and lileta- 
ture. It will also be deemed a duty to elevate by 
proper means, the condition of the laboring 
classes of society ; to advance the active industry 
of the citizen, and foster commerce, agriculture 
and manufactures. Measures for the reduction 
of the public debt, and the consequent relief of 
the tax-paying and burthened peopie, shail at all 
limes receive a most cordial support. 

An indebted nation cannot command the full 
measure of its independence, nor feel the entire 
blessings of its institutions. Whatever may be 
iis desire to promote the active objects of gene 
ral benevolence, its resources reluse a complic 
ance with its will, and national justice is thereby 
frequently delayed. With a deep conviction of 
the importance of this subject, and a settled con 
fidence that the people will sustain any safe meas 
sures having in view the payment of the debt of 
the State, it shall be a coustant aim to place our 
finances in a condition to discharge every public 
obligation, to maintain unsuilied the honor of the 
Commonwealth, and to preserve unspotted, ils 
motto of “ Virruz, Liperry AND INDEPEND- 
ENCE.” 

‘Ihe intentions of the people are pure, and are 
uniformly direéted” to advance the general pros- 
perity. When, therefore, they believe a public 
iunctionaryfeeis an anxious desie, in unison wilh 
their own, for the public wellare, they will wil- 
lingiy pardon errors of judgment, and sustain him 
in his public course. Jt is hoped the same gene- 
rous and maoly sentiment, the same consiruction 
of motives, the same appreciation of public con- 
duct, which have been extended to olters in Sime 
ilar positions, will shield the administration about 
to commence, from at jeast unmerited censure. 
An evil spirit is at work amongst us, agaiust 
whose malign influence all should be on their 
guard. tas that spirit which creates a wrong 
where none exists—which in advance condemus 
(he public servant, and jabors to destroy coufi- 
dence in the honesty of his designs—which, un- 
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imaginings the spectres of a corrupt heart, and 
holds them up to public gaze as substantial 
truths. It isthe seme spirit which would array 
io hostile position the classes into which society 
divides—that would place capital and labor, the 
rich and the poor, at variance with each other. 
It is the spirit that animates the bosom of the 
Catalines of every age. 

In Europe there are noblemen and peasants, 
political and social distinctions, created and eus- 
tained by Jaw, and sanctioned by prescription. 
In this country all are equal under the law ; and 
no politician, no party in our country, would de- 
sire a change in this fundamental principle of 
our constitution. Factious distinctions can have 
no residence where they are not sustained by 
Jaw, and such are the sudden transitions of wealth 
among the citizens, that the rich man of yester- 
day is the poor man of to-day, and the poor of 
to-day the rich of to-morrow. Where property 
is not secured by legal enactment, to particular 
classes, and wealth is unguarded by immemorial 
privileges, an elightened self-interest will teach 
the rich to hold in reverence the rights of the 
poor, for their condition may be changed in 
themselves or their offspring. 

The rich and the poor are equally dependent 
on each other for the comforts and Juxuries of 
civilized life,—separate them, and the interests 
of both perish—the capital of the rich is value- 
on without the assistance of the capital of Ja- 

r. 

The most dangerous, because the most insi- 
dious enemies of the Republic, are those who 
prowl among the honest, unsuspecting citizens, 
whispering insinuations against men whose every 
interest is connected with the welfare of the 
country. Such men should be rebuked as dan- 
gerous to the well being of society, as sacrificing 
at the shrine of party, truth, honor, patriotism, 
and as tearing asunder the confidence which 
holds us together as one people. 

In the discharge of my official duties, I shall 
ever bear in mind the oath of fidelity to the con- 
stitution, and shall endeavor with my utmost 
ability to perform the sacred trust committed to 
my charge. That I shall err in judgment when 
most anxious to do right, must be anticipated, 
for human intelligence is incapable of reaching 
unerring (truth, and the hope that a generous for- 
giveness on your part will accompany honest in- 
tentions, will sustain me; and if, at the end of 
my term of service, it shall be my fortune to 
Jeave the people of my native State happier and 
more prosperous than | found them, I shall ask 
no prouder inscription over my grave. 

With a firm reliance that the God of nations 
wul preserve our happy country as the home of 
his people, and will lend his support to an anxious 
endeavor to promote their interests, and perpe- 
tuate their civil and religious institutions, | enter 
ov the discharge of the duties of the Executive 
department ot the State. 


WM. F. JOHNSTON. 
January 16, 1849. 


We present such portions of the annual mes- 
sage of the Governor (sent in on the 5th inst.) 
as are of general interest, together with a brief 
synopsis of the various topics noticed, being all 
that the limits of our paper will allow: 


Message.—After the ordinary preface of cause 
for thanksgiving for the continuance of the bles- 
sings hitherto vouchsafed to us, and of gratifica- 
tion for the termination of the war with Mexico, 
and of the establishment of peaceful relations 
between the cilizens of the respective govern- 
ments, and the recommendation that a suitable 
monument be erected to the memory of the he- 
roic citizens of the State, who fell in the service 
of their country, the Governor thus announces the 
decease of his predecessor :— 

Since the adjournment of the last Legislature, 
the Chief Executive officer of the Commonwealth, 
the late Governor Shunk, bas sunk beneath the 
malady which then afflicted him. He died on 
the 2Uth day of July 1848. 

it will not be deemed improper in me to saya 
few words in reference to the character of the 
illustrious deceased. 

The late Governor Shunk having spent a large 
portion of his life in the public service; and hay~ 
ing mingled much with bis fellow citizers, was 
well and extensively known throughout the State; 
and it is with pleasure the cireumé§tahce is re- 
called to my mind, thatat one period of. hie hfe, ] 


had the honor to enjoy his intimate* personal 
friendship, ~ 


During our intimacy, it always gave him great 
pleasure to aid and assist the young and inexpe- 
rienced, torelieve the distressed, and to impart 
to his fellow men by words of kindness, and deeds 
of charity, as large a share of happiness as his 
condition would allow. 

His intercourse with others was courteous, his 
friendships were lasting, his attachments strong 
and enduring, while his resentments for injuries 
were transitory, and made no permanent impres- 
sion in his bosom. It may with truth be said of 
Governor Shunk, that he was a sincere friend, a 
good neighbor, a pure Christian, and an honest 
man. Such was the reputation he sustained 
among his fellow citizens when my intimacy with 
him gave me a knowledge of his character, and 
although a difference of political views separa- 
ted us for many years before his death, his friends, 
ata later period of his life, have borne testimo- 
ny that the same purity of intention and desire of 
well doing remained with him until the hour of 
his dissolution. 

The Legislature is respectfully invited to take 
such action in relation to the decease of the first 
Chiet Magistrate of the Commonweath, whose 
death occured during the period for which he 
was elected, as may be deemed most appropri- 
ate lo express its sympathy for the sorrow and 
bereavement of the surviving relatives, and to 
testify its respect for the memory of the virtues 
of the distinguished dead. 


This is succeeded by a full account of his owu 
accession to the Chief Magistracy, and the diffi- 
culties attending the late resignation of Governor 
Shunk, viz: 


Prior to the decease of Governor Shunk, on 
the 7th of July, 1848, as appears by the records 
in the State Department, he resigned the office of 
Governor of this Commonwealth; thereupon, un- 
der the provisions of the 14th section of the 2d 
article of the Constitution, which declares that 
‘* in case of the death or resignation of the Go- 
vernor, or of his removal from office, the Speak- 
er of the Senate shall exercise the office of Go- 
vernor, until another Governor shall be duly 
qualified,” the duties of the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Goverment dovolved on me. 

Official information of the act of resignation 
did not reach me until the 17th day of July, 1848. 
The section of the Constitution herein referred 
to, also declared, in reference to the same sub- 
ject, that “* in such case another Governor shall 
be chosen at the next annual election of Repre- 
sentatives, unless such death, resignation or re- 
moval shall occur within three calendar months 
immediately precediug such next annual elec- 
tion ; in which case a Governor shall be chosen 
at the second succeeding annual election of Re- 
presentatives.”” By the 34th section of the act of 
the General Assembly relating to the elections 
of the Commonwealth, it is provided, that ‘* in 
case any vacancy shall occur in the office of Go- 
vernor of this Commonwealth, more than three 
calendar months next preceding the second Tues- 
day in October in any year, it shall be the duty 
of the Speaker of the Senate, or whoever shall 
be in the exercise of the office of Governor, to 
issue his writs to the Sheriffs of the several coun- 
ties, requiring them to give the usual notice, that 
an election to supply such vacancy will take 
place on the second Tuesday in October next 
therealter, and when such vacancy occurs within 
three calendar months before the second Tuesday 
in Octotver, it shall be the duty of the Speaker 
of the Senate, or whoever shail be in the exer- 
cise of the office of Governor, to issue his writs 
as aforesaid, requiring notice of such election on 
the second Tuesday in October next, after the 
issuing of said writ, and in cach case said writ 
shall issue at least three calendar months before 
the election.” 

An examination of the constitutional provisions 
of the Act of Assembly, and the circumstances 
of the resignation, will satisfy you, that while 
the resignation occurred more than three calen- 
dar months before the next annual election of 
Representatives, it took place ata time render- 
ing a compliance with the act of Assembly in re- 
lation to the issuing of writs, utterly impossible. 
In this view of the case, it might have been 
deemed a compliance with duty, to have refrain- 
ed from all interfereice in the matter, inasmuch 
as events had pnt it out of my power to comply 
with the terms of the act of Assembly, directory 
of the mode in which the constitutional provision 
on the subject should be carried into effect. 








After aiull and careful examination of the 
whole matter, | believed 1t my duty to issue the 
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writs requiring notice to be given, that an elec 
tion would be duly held on the second Tuesda 
of October then next ensuing, for the election of 
a Chief Magistrate of this Commonwealth. It 
appeared to me, that in all cases of doubt, there 
was no safer resting place than submission to the 
decision of the people, and that in the construc- 
tion of the laws, relating to the point in question, 
if any doubt arose, the better course in a repub- 
lican government, was to refer to the citizen voter 
the right of selecting at the earliest period his 
presiding officer, rather than assume a_ position 
which would continue official station in myself, 
beyond the earliest legal opportunity to surrender 
it into his hands. The organic law required the 
election, and the Legislative enactment should be 
so construed as not to contravene the Constitution- 
al provision. Had the terms of the Constitution 
and Jaws clearly given a different position to the 
question, however unpieasant the task of per- 
forming the duties of the office without the en- 
dorsement of the people’s will, they woutd have 
been faithfully executed. 


The doubts and difficulties experienced by the 
Governor in entering upon his duties, under the 
circumstances mentioned, and the importance of 
some legislative provision on the subject, as well 
as to supply a hiatus in the Constitution of the 
State, are thus notieed : 


In assuming, as Speaker of the Senate, the ex- 
ercise of Executive functions, although not deem- 
ing it absolutely necessary, prudence suggested 
the propriety of being sworn to a Jaithtul dis- 
charge of the executive duties, and an oath to 
that effect was administered to me by the honor- 
able the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
lives. 

A law requiring in all cases of death or resig- 
nation of the Governor, or of his removal from 
office, that writs to the Sheriffs of the different 
counties shall be issued as soon as the Speaker of 
the Senate shall be officially informed of such 
death, resignation or removal, and requiring, 
further, that the officer assuming Executive func- 
tions should be sworn in the same wanner and to 
the same effect as in case of a Chief Magistrate 
inducted into office, determining also the person 
authorized to administer the oath, would obviate 
future doubts; and the same is respectfully recom- 
mended to the Legislature. 

Jt is worthy the allention of the Legislature 
and the people, that no provision exisis in the 
Constitution, in the contingency of the death or 
inability to serve, of the Speaker of the Senate 
after the death, resignation, or removal of the 
Governor, for the selection of a presiding ma- 
gistrate. Such an event happening, the govern- 
ment would be left without a constitutional offi- 
cer to carry on ils Operations. An omission of 
such importance should be supplied at the ear- 
liest possible period. 

John Quincy idams.—The resolutions of the 
Legislature expressive of their. profound sorrow 
for the death of this illustrious patriot and sage, 
and of condolence for the family in their bereave- 
ment, having been complied with by the late Ex- 


resolutions and of the reply thereto, are trans- 
mitted. 


Asylum for the Insane Poor.—A farm of one 
hundred and eighty acres has been purchased 10 
the vicinity of Harrisburg, and the erection of a 
building bas been commenced thereon. Of the 
$5,000 drawn by the Commissioners from the ap- 
propriation for the construction of the edifice, 
only $2,726 05 has been expended. The work 
however is being prosecuted with reasonable dis- 
patch. The Message says: 

The attention of the Legislature having been 
called to the neglected and suffering condition of 
the insane poor of the State, an act was passed 
on the 14th day of April, 1845, providing tor the 
establishment of an asylum for this unlortunate 
class of our indigent pvpulation, to be located 
within ten miles of the seat of government. ‘lhe 
commissioners named in this act, with funds con- 
tributed for the purpose by humane and benevo- 
lent citizens of Harrisburg, aided by a liberal 
appropriation made from the treasury of Dau- 
pin county, purchased a farm of about one hun- 
dred and thirty acres, eligibly situated within a 
mile and a half of the State Capitol. In Janu- 
ary, 1846, these commissioners made a report to 
the Legisiature, in which they stated, that ona 
critical examination of the aforesaid act, such 
defects were apparent, that they did not conceive 
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ing, or in making any expenditure of the sum ap- 
propriated by the State, towards its erection, 
until some modification should be made in the 
Jaw under which they were acting. To remedy 

these defects a supplementary act was passed, on 

the 11th day of April, 1848, upon which the 

commissioners forthwith adopted measures for 
the commencement of the work. A plan for the 
proposed building was adopted, and a contract 
was made with an experienced architect and 
builder for its construction. A considerable por- 
tion of the materials, as | am informed, has been 
provided ; the excavation of the cellars and foun- 
dation has been made; the laying of the stone 
masonry commenced, and the hydraulic appara- 
tus for raising water to the building nearly com- 
pleted. Of the appropriation on account of this 
building, a warrant bas been drawn for $5,000, of 
which only $2,726 05 has been expended. It is 
hoped and believed that the work will be for- 
warded with as much despatch as is consistent 
with prudence and a proper regard for the com- 
forts and restoration of the afflicted insane poor. 


Relief Notes.—By the act of the 4th of May, 
1841, entitled **An act to provide revenue to 
meet the demands on the Treasury and for other 
purposes,” certain banks were authorized to sub- 
scribe for a loan to the Commonwealth, to an 
amount equal to a fixed per centage therein 
stated, On their respective capitals; the amount 
of such loan to be placed in the Treasury for the 
use thereof, in notes of said banks, of the denom- 
ination of one, two, and five dollars. By the 
terms of the law, the Joan was redeenfable at 
any time within five years, and was peremptory 
that it should be paid, and the notes, authorized 
to be issued, withdrawn from circulation on or 
before the 4th day of May, 1846. The act also 
provided that the banks issuing said notes should 
receive them al par value in payment of debts 
due these institutions. Jt was thought, that by 


making their redemption dependent on the faith | 
of the State,as well as on that of the banks | 


by which they were issued, a safe and reliable 
currency would be constituted, while the State 
would be largely benefitted by a loan at one, in- 
stead of five per cent., as on previous occasions. 

The notes thus issued, were substantially the 
creatures of the banks. They constituted a loan 
to the Commonwealth, were required to be paid 
into the Treasury in the manner prescribed in 
the law, and were redeewable at their par value 
alt the counters of the banks: and the circum- 
Stance of the faith of the State in addition to that 
of the banks, being pledged for their redemption, 
could not raise a rational doubt of their consti- 
tulionality. How far a subsequent act, passed 
the 3lst day of May, 1844, by relieving the banks 
from all responsibility touching their redemption 
and payment, thereby making them an issue on 
the part of the Commonwealth, redeemable at 
the ‘Treasury alone, contravened the Constitution 
of the United States, itis not neeessary now to 
decide. 


Under the provisions of the original act of the 
Ath of May, 1841, the amount of notes issued was 
two millions two hundred and twenty thousand 
two hundred and sixty-five dollars, which was 
specifically appropriated to the support of the 
government during the year, the payment of 
vebts, and other special purposes therein men- 
tioned. Within two years thereafter, the sum 
of one hundred and thirty five thousand two hun- 
dred and fourteen dollars of said issue was fun- 
ded by the banks and converted into permanent 
Joans at five per cent. By a resolution of the 
6th of February, 1843, and the actof the 6th of 
April of the same year, six hundred and eighty- 
two thousand eighty-seven dollars were cancel- 
led and destroyed. ‘he ect of May 3lst, 1844, is 
as follows :—** That the State ‘Treasurer be, and 
he is hereby authorized and directed, on the last 
days of June, September and December in the 
year one thousand eigbt hundred and forty-four 
to cancel and deliver to the Auditor General, 
for destruction, filly thousand dollars, and on the 


or received by collectors on the railroads and 
canals, or by the Treasurer of the City and Coun-. 
ty of Philadelphia, shall be deemed as money in 
the Treasury, and subject to the cancellation, as 
aforesaid ; and it shall be the duty of the Auditor 
General to keep and pubiish quarterly, in at 
least one newspaper in Harrisburg, a record of 
the notes so cancelled and destroyed, designating 
the bank or banks that originally issued the 
same, in order that the one per centum interest 
thereon may cease; provided, that it shall be 
the duty of the State Treasurer to retain the se- 
veral amounts respectively, out of the receipts 
of the quarter, so as effectually to secure the 
cancellation of the amounts herein before provi- 
ded ; and the sum of one hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars is hereby appropriated for the pay- 
ment of domestic creditors’ certificates issued by 
the Auditor General ; provided, that there is suf- 
ficient money in the Treasury after paying the 
several other appropriations in this act.”? 


lt was doubtless the intention of the Legisla- 
ture, that the sum of fifty thousand dollars should 
be destroyed quarterly. Under this act the sum 
of one hundred thousand dollars was cancelled 





in 1844; the further sum of eighty-five thousand 
dollars in 1845—the further sum of one hundred 
and seventy-six thousand three hundred dollars 
in 1846—one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
in 1847,and one hundred and eighty-nine thou- 
sand in 1848. 

The following tabular statement will exhibit 
with more clearness the whole subject in rela- 
tion to the issue and cancellation of these notes : 


Original amount of relief notes issued $2,220,265 00 





$1,517,601 00 

Leaving apparently in circulation on 
the 3lst December, 1348 

The first failure to comply with the act 
of Assembly, requiring the cancel- 
lation of these notes was prior to, or 
on the 3lst December, 1844. 

The amount directed to be 
cancelled in 1844 and 1545, 
and which was not done, 


702,664 00 


was $165,000 
The amount of failure to can- 

cel in 1846, was 23,700 
The amount of failure to can- 

celin 1847, was 50,000 
The amount of failure to can- 

cel in 1848, was 11,000 


$249,700 00 








$452,964 00 

lt is worthy of remark, that had the cancella- 
tion of the notes been made, as required by law, 
less than half a million of the original issue 
would now be in existence, a large portion of 
which has doubtless, been mislaid and lost. It 
will be perceived also, that the act requires the 
destruction of the most depreciated. In using 
this term, the Legislature must have intended 
those most defaced. The laws on the subject of 
these notes, having pledged the faith of the State 
for their redemption, it is not readily seen how 
they could become depreciated in value, while 
on the other hand, many of them had become de- 
faced, torn and unfit for use. At the passage of 
the actof May 3lst, 1844, about fourteen hun- 
dred thousand dollars of this issue were in circu- 
lation, and as it required the cancellation and 
destruction of two hundred thousand dollars per 
annum only, it prolonged the period of their cir- 
culation to seven years, when by the original act 
of May 4th, 1841, but two years remained of the 
period of their duration. To the act of May 3lst, 





Jast day of March, June, September and Decem- 
ber in every year thereaiter, fifty thousand dol- 
lars, issued by the banks of this Commonwealth, 
in pursuance of the actof the 4th of May, one 
thousand eight hu.dred and forty-one, that may 


1844, is attributable, therefore, the continuance 
in circulation, of these notes, after they had be- 
come torn, defaced and unfit for use. The ori- 
ginal act, had it not been counteracted by sub- 
sequent legislation, provided the necessary means 
for the redemption of these notes, through the 


then be in the Treasury—and if said notes shall| banks, on or before the 4th day of May, 1846, 
be depreciated, then of the most depreciated— | and the failure to destroy them, as required by 
and coptinue so to do, until the whole amount of | the act of 3lstof May, 1844, clearly demonstrates 


the notes legally issued, by the banks as afore- 


that the treasury has not been, since then, in a 


said, shall have been cancelied and destroyed ;| condition to repay the loan or redeem the notes. 
and the amount deposited to the credit ot the} Hence, they have continued in cireulation, have 


Commonwealib, in Banks or Savings Institutions, -peen paid into your public offices, and again paid 














out of the treasury, until they are wholly unfit 
as a currency for the citizens. The amount now 
in circulation, is presumed to be about six hun- 
dred thousand dollars. It is respectfully sug- 
gested, that the worst of these notes, as they are 
paid into the treasury, should be retained, and in 
their stead, an equal amount of new notes, of the 
same denominations, under an arrangement with 
any of the banks of this Commonwealth, be put 
into circulation for a period of time, so long only 
as may be required by the quarterly destruction 
of fifty thousand dollars, to absorb the whole 
amount of the issue. A measure of this charac- 
ter would relieve the currency of those unfit for 
use, and have the effect, in a short time, of put- 
ting the whole issue out of circulation. 1 would 
earnestly press upon the Legislature the passage 
of such laws, as would prohibit in their mutila- 
ted and defaced condition, their payment from 
the treasury. Should it be deemed a more de- 
sirable course, to rid the currency of the entire 
issue by a loan, it might be a fair condition of 
the renewal of the charter of any bank, at tHe 
present session, that it make a loan at a low rate 
of interest to the government, to be used in re- 
deeming and cancelling the whole or such part 
as might be deemed advisable. Any arrange- 
ment on the subject you may devise, to relieve 
the people of this currency, shall receive my 
cordial approbation. 

The payment of the interest on the public debt 
in a sound convertible currency, is of great mo- 
ment to the credit of the State. This demand 
on the treasury has heretofore, to a large extent, 
been met by payments in depreciated paper, by 
which the holders of State bonds have suffered 
pecuniary loss. 

An evil of this nature demands a speedy and 
effectual remedy. ‘The relief notes origiwailiy 
intended to be temporary in their existence and 
local in their circulation, should not be forced 
from their Jegitimate purpose or paid from the 





Amount funded 135,214 00 
Cancelled in 1843 by virtue of the re- 

sulution of February 6, and Act of 

April 8, 1843 682,087 00 
Cancelled in 1844, under the act of 

May 31, 1844 100.000 00 
Cancelled in 1845, under act of 1844 85,000 00 
Cancelled in 1546, under do 176,300 00 
Cancelled in 1847, under do 150,000 00 
Cancelled in 1848, under do 189 000 (00 | 


treasury in discharge of the interest of the public 
deot. 

No great inconvenience could be felt in with- 
holding an amount so small as their present cir- 
culation, from such application. ‘lo secure an 
object so desirable, the revenues of the State 
should be collected in such funds only as admit- 
ted of ready convertibilily into specie without 
loss to the treasury. The relief notes, as weil 
as the notes of all specie paying banks of this 
Commonwealth, should be received in payment 
of public dues, while other paper money, under 
par, at the place designatcd for the payment of 
interest on the public debt, should be reiused, 
unless, upon votice to that effect of the State 
Treasurer, arrangements by the banks issuing 
ihe same were made to redeem it al such point 
as ke mighi designate. The State ‘Treasurer 
should be authorized to require of those specie 
paying banks, whose notes might be under par 
al ihe place of paying the interest, to make ar- 
rangements lo redeem their notes at par, at the 
point designated, and on their failure to comply, 
to demand specie funds at their counters. It is 
believed that an arrangement of the kind sug- 
gested, would materially aid in rendering the 
notes of all the solvent banks in the Cowmon- 
wealth of equal value in all parts of the State, 
would increase their general circulation among 
the citizens, and tend to exclude the depreciated 
paper of foreign institutions. A measure valua- 
ble for these purposes, which would give in- 
creased worth to our stocks and enable the State 
more faithfully to comply with her contracts, is 
worthy the serious consideration of the Legisla- 
lure. 


Assessment of Properly.—A reform ip the assess- 
ment and collection of the taxes is deemed ne- 
cessary, 80 as to insure equality and uniformity 
in the several counties of the State. It is sug- 
gested also that avsessors be required to make 
return of the various products of farms and manu- 
factories; of the kind, nature and product of the 
supposed annual value of the productive industry 
ol eaci: district; of the amount and nature of the 
local and general trade and business, wilh the 
manner and cost of reaching the nearest market, 
and the value of the articie ip market, at the 
nearest point to the district. 


Revenue and. Expendilures.—The ordinary reve- 
nue aud expenditures of the State for the years 
named, are given: 


Revenue for year 1845 
Expenditures 


$2,991,631 13 
3,176,298 23 








Excees of Expenditures $181,667 10 
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Revenue for year 1846 $3,487,882 49 
Expenditures 3,461,144 71 
Excess of Revenue $26,737 78 
Revenue for year 1847 $3,744,509 40 
Expenditures 3,427,341 42 
Excess of Revenue $317,167 98 
Revenue for year 1848 $3,671,997 32 
Expenditures 3,746,886 68 
Excess of Expenditures $74,889 36 
Excess of Revente 313,905 76 
Excess of Expenditure $256,556 46 
Excess of Revenue in 4 years $87,349 30 


‘ Expenses of the public works considered as 
ordinary, notwithstanding much of the amount is 
really extraordinary ; but as an offset to this, the 
tax on real and personal estate, received during 
each year, is more than the assessment of a year, 
the excess being from outs:anding taxes of pre- 
vious years,”’—.uditor’s Report. 
The balance in the treasury on De- 

ceimber Ist, 1844, was 


Balance in the treasury, December Ist, 
1848, was 


$669,851 88 
577,290 39 





Deficit in balances in treasury in four 
years $86,561 49 

Had the law of May 3lst, 1844, been 
complied with by the cancellation 
of the relief issues, the additional 
charge would have been made on . 
the treasury of 

Which added to the above deficit 
makes 

Deduct excess of apparent revenue 


249,700 00 


336,261 46 
87,349 30 


$248,912 10 





Real deficit under existing laws 
in four years, exclusive of extraordi- 
nary expenditures. 

The consideration of the tariff is the next sub- 
ject, which is discussed at great length, and his 
own views of the policy of giving a fair and rea- 
sonable protection to the domestic industry of the 
country is sustained by extracts from the messa- 
ges to Congress of Presidents Washington, Jeffer- 
son, Madison, and Monroe, and from the annual 
addresses to the Legislatures of the State of Go- 
vernors Simon Snyder, William Findley, George 
Wolf, and Andrew Pofter. We shall again refer 
to this portion of the message, with the view of 
publishing it entire. 

State Indebtedness.—The present debt of the 
State is as follows: 


6 per cent. stocks, 
5 do do 
44 do do 


$1,887,549 06 
37,305,801 18 
200,000 00 





$39,393,350 24 
Relief Notes in circu- 


lauion $702,664 00 
Inter’ Certificates out- 
standing 220.789 52 


Do. do. unclaimed 
Interest on unclaimed 
and ou'standing cer- 
tificates to be added 
to them when fund- 
ed 14,165 89 
Domestic Creditors 89,318 95 
————— 1,031,386 74 


4,448 38 





Total amount of public debt, Dec. 
Bist, 1848 $40 424,736 98 
Of the above there is due and demandable at 

the Treasury as follows: 

Relief Notes 

Domestic Creditors 

Interest certificates of all kinds 


702,664 00 
89,318 95 
239,403 79 





$1,031,386 74 


It is presumed the gradual process of cancel- 
lation of the relief notes, or their redemption as 
heretvfore indicated, will remove to that amount, 
the pressing necessities of the Treasury. 

‘The residue of said sum of $1,031,386 74 to 
Wil: $328,722 74 is due and de- 

maudable _ $328,722 74 
Also cue and demandable of fun- 

ded debt as follows: 
June Ist, 1841 
August Ist, 1846 
August lst, 1547 


$26,951 80 
1,998,509 35 
22,335 06 





$2,047,796 21 





Present liability of Treasury $2,376,518 95 


April 11th, 1853 135,214 00 
Dec. Ist, 1853 1,998,407 09 
Jan. Ist, 1854 798,474 64 
Dec. Ist, 1854 2,197,849 55 
Aug. Ist, 1855 4,489,463 79 
July Ist, 1856 2.780.808 26 
March 4th, 1858 3,998 395 47 
July Ist, 1858 —-.2,540.010 53 
July Ist, 1858 529,992 74 
July 1si, 1859 1,195,925 93 
Aug. Ist, 1859 49,998 25 
July Ist, 1860 2.643.777 64 
March 28th, 1861 120,000 00 
July Ist, 1862 2,265,059 75 
April 10th, 1863 200,000 00 
July Ist, 1864  —‘1,378,375 99 
June 27th, 1864 1,134,332 70 
Aug. Ist, 1864 860,680 89 
July Ist, 1865 959 540 79 
Jan. Ist, 1865 868.873 13 
July Ist, 1868 2,523,617 64 
July Ist, 1870 1,939,583 65 
Bank charter loans 678,375 99 


Total amount of funded debt not de- 
mandable at the Treasury $37 345,554 03 





$39,722,072 98 
Interest on the public debt, $1,887,- 
549 06 at 6 per cent. per annum 
37,305,801 18 at5 do do 
200,000 00 at 45 do do 


$ 113,252 94 
1,865,290 05 
9,600 00 





Regular annual interest on the loans 
as they stood Dec. Ist, 1848, 

On a portion of the above loans, there 
will be to pay 33 years interest on 
February Ist, 1849, whieh it is esti- 
mated will increase the amount 

In whatever amount of interest certi- 
ficates may be funded between the 
Ist of February and the Ist of Au- 

ust next, there will be due at the 
atter period four years interest esti- 
mated at 


1,987,542 69 


7,000 00 


12 000 00 





Probable am’nt of interest for 1849 

To which add guarantied interest on 
Danville and Pottsville Railroad, 
and Bald Eagle and Tioga Naviga- 
tion Companies 


$2,006,542 99 


32,500 00 





$2,039,042 99 


$3,851,900 00 
Estimated expenditures 3,716,600 00 
Estimated revenue over expenditures $135,300 00 
From the foregoing statement it would appear, | 
should the estimates of receipts and expenditures 
be correct, and they doubtless approximate the 
truth, and should no unforseen casualty occur, 
that the revenues will at least equal the expendi- 
tures of the year. Admitting however the cor- 
rectness of the estimates, it is apparent the State 
is placed in a condition no better by the lapse of 
time, ag no material diminution, if any, of the 
public debt is effected. Indeed, even the pay- 
ment of the annual interest has depended, and 
will depend on the anticipation of revenues pro- 
perly belonging to the next fiscal year. A sjs- 
tem of providing means lo meet the liabilities of 
the State, which pays no part of the debt and 
meets the payment of the annual interest by 
drafts on a fund raised for the discharge of an- 
other duty, and which eollects from the people 
upwards of two millions of dollars yearly, re- 
quires supervision and amendment. A careful 
revision of the revenue laws of the Common- 
wealth, increasing the tax on such items as will 
bear without injury an addition to their present 
burthens, with due economy in the appropriations 
and expenses of government, would not only 
place the treasury on a sound basis, with regard 
to the annual payment of the interest, but would 
also, if set apart for that purpese, create a sinking 
fund to meet the amount now due and demand- 
able of the State. A result of this character 
would be honorable to the Commonwealth, and 
gratifying to the citizens. Confidence would be 
ipmediately restored to the community, public 
credit would be permanently established, and the | 
‘Treasury relieved of a portion of the public 
debt. ‘Lhe amount now demandable is two mil- 
lions, three hundred and twenty-six thousand, 
five hundred and eighteen dollars and ninety-four 
cents. When the faith of the State is involved, 
no time should be Jost in adopting measures to 
restore its credit. 
Sinkir.g Fund.—To form a fund for the liqui- 
dation oi the residue of the public debt, is an ob- 
ject not less important than the one just suggest- 


The estimated revenue for the current 
year is 












self from her liabilities. To the tegislature be. 
longs the duty of devising such means, and en- 
acting such laws, as will best promote the inte. 
rest of the people, and efforts so Jaudable will at 
all times receive the approbation of, and be aided 
by such suggestions as may present themselves 
lo the Executive. A more favorable opportu- 
nity may present itself at the present session, 
than will soon again be offered. Many of the 
banks of this state have given the requisite notice, 
that they propose to apply for a renewal of their 
charters, and I would suggest, should it coincide 
with your views, the policy of exacting from each 
of these institutions that may come before the 
legislature, the payment of a certain per centage 
on its Capital, in addition to the taxes already as- 
sessed on banks by existing laws. A sum raised 
in this way might form the nucleus of a sinking 
fund, which, however small, would regularly in- 
crease in importance and value by the assistance 
it might receive from that and other sources, 
The charters of all the banks in the Common- 
wealth will require renewal, the increased pros- 
perity, population and business of the country, 
may require additional banking facilities, and 
during each year a small amount could be added 
to the fund. The investment of the fund thus 
created in the purchase of state stocks, (the pre- 
sent revenue laws of the state being preserved,) 
and the interest on stocks purchase, being again 
invested in the same way, would increase the 
fund while it diminished the debt, until all would 
appreciate its importance and consider it with 
favor. Should our sources of revenue become 
of greater value, as may be reasonably antici- 
pated, large balances over the expenditures of 
the government will accrue to the treasury, a 
fixed proportion of which could properly be 
added to the fund. Thus would it increase in 
triple proportion, until the enormous debt, with 
which we are encumbered, would be finally ex- 
tinguished. Whatever may be the views ot the 
legislature in regard to the plan suggested, it is 
ardently hoped it will distinguish its proceedings 
by the adoption of means to attain an object so 
desirable. 

Lhe Farming Interests.—In the revisiou of the 
laws on the subject of revenue, with a view lo 
increase taxation, the farming interest o! the 
State should not be further burdened. The State, 
county, school, road and poor rates, levied npon 
land, and the reduced price of the products of 
the agriculturist, occasjoned by the present reve- 
nue laws of the national government, operating 
to the injury of the home market, should justly 
and equitably relieve it from additional taxa- 
tion. 

Internal Improvement Fund —No settlement of 
the accounts of the Comunss oners of this fund 
has been made for several years. The appoint- 
ment of a Commissioner to ascertain its present 
silwation, as also the precise condition of the 
treasury ard its disbursing agents, is deemed 
worthy of consideration, and the adoption of a 
change in the manner of drawing money from 
the ‘l'reasury, to afford more ample checks, 1s 
looked upon as necessary. 

State Improvements.—The completion of the 
North Branch Canal, and the importance of avoi 

ding the Schuylkill inclined plane, are subjects to 
which the early consideration of the Legislature 
is called. 

Banks and Bank Charters.—The attention of 
the Legislature will be called to the subject of 
the currency in connection with the Banking la- 
stitutions of the St.te. These mstitutions have 
been so intimately identified witn the bus.ness and 
interests of the citizens, and furnish such a large 
portion of the circulating medium, that a neces- 
sily is created for their proper management and 

control. The standard of the value of things 
among civilized natious is conceded to be the pre- 
cious metals. The constitutional currency of 

this government is gold and silver, Whenever 
the convemence of trade and business, the en- 

couragement of industry and enterprise, or the 
natural growth and developments of the country, 
require additional commercial facilities, it is the 

duty of the public fuictionary to be watchful 
thot the representative of the precious metals 

should mainiain the standard value. The citi- 
zen having in his possession a note issued by a 
Bank of the Commonwealth, should be secure 
that he holds the equivalent of gold and silver. 
ln order to ovtain this result, care should be 

taken by the Legislature in the grants of authori+ 








ed. Pennsylvania should no longer vear the bur- 
thens which now oppress herciltizens, without, al | 
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jeast, a vigorous and manly effort, to relieve her-' 


ly lo these corporations, to prevent them if possi« 
ble from furnishing a less reliable currency. 
Banking institutions have long existed among us, 
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and have been, when properly restricted, and ju- 
diciously managed, highly conductive to the best 
interests of the people.:. Their notes, when kept 
ai par value, form a more convenient currency 
than the precious metals ; are equally vajuat's 
in all financial concerns, and promote the active 
industry of the country. Hence, solvent banks, 
whose notes are readily convertible into specie, 
should be sustained by the Legislature, while 
those failing to keep their notes at par, or to re- 
deem them on demand, by inflicting injury and 
injustice on the community, destroy confidence, 
and forfeit our favorable consideration. 

in judging of the amount of banking capital 
necessary for the wants of the community, a 
sound and healthful state of business afford the 
best and safest criterion. These institutions are 
better able to meet their Jiabilities and redeem 
their notes, in a state of things such as is here 
alluded to, than during extraordinary depression, 
or unnatural excitement. ‘That the increase of 
banking facilities is instrumental in relieving the 
country in times of commercial distress, is a be- 
lief as prevalent, as it is unsound, It may post- 
pone the crisis, but it cannot afford relief. The 
aclive healthful industry of the country, and not 
the wants of individuals, should govern the is- 
sues of the banks. In periods of great commer- 
cial and manufacturing prosperity, an inflation 
of the currency beyond the wants of sound 
wholesome trade, leads tu unwise and often ruin- 
ous speculation. In shapt, the amount of the | 
circulating medium, should depend on the actual 
and not the imaginary wants of the country. 
From these observations, the Legislature will 
readily perceive, that any extraordinary increase 
of banking capital, in the present depressed con- | 
dition of trade, is not consistent with my views 
of the general welfare. 

The location of a bank, as near as practicable 
to the centre of its business operations, is a mal- 
ter of some moment to the community, and 
should the Legislature in its examination of the 
applications for the recharter of any institution 
now existing, be satisfied that the location of the 
existing bank is unsuited to the convenience of 
the business portion of the citizens for whose 
benefit 1t was established, a wise policy would 
dictate a refusal to recharter, and the establish- 
men.of a new institution with the same amount 
of capital, at a place more advantageous to the 
citizens. The old well established banking in- 
stitutions, whose credit and solvency are undoubi- 
ed, and where the wants of the community in 
which they are located require it, should receive | 
a renewal of their charters ;,but in no insiance 
ought 2 charter lo be renewed, until a complete 
and thorough examination of the affairs of the in- 
stitution, and a full statement of its business, with 
satisfactory evidence of the BONA FipE value of 
its assets, shall have convinced a committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose, of ils entire Sulven- 
cy and ability to redeem ils Jiabilities. Sach 
statement duly authenticated, should be filed on 
record in the State department for the inspec- 
tion of all persons interested, 

Circulation of Small Notes.—The several Jaws 
in force to prevent the use apd circulation of 
notes of a jess denomination than five dollars, 
dces not appear to have produced the result in- 
tended. A Jarge portion of the currency of the 
State, consists of notes of a lower denomimation, 
many of them spurious and defaced, issued by 
foreign institutions, about whose soivency no 
knowledge can be possessed by the citizens. 
This cireulaiion while it inflicts injury on the 
community, is in direct contravention of the ex- 
press terms ofthe law. As itis manifest the ex- 
isting Jaws will not remedy the evil, it is sug- 
gested, that an act preventing, under severe pen- 
aities, the banks and brokers dealing in money, 
from receiving on deposit, exchanging, or paying 
the same from their couuters, would Lave a bene- 
ficial effect in driving those notes from circula- 
tion. 

Should the circulation of notes of a less denom- 
ination than five dollars, be desirable, it is infi- 
nitely:to be preferred, that they should be issued 
by our State banks, whose solvency is known, 
rather than foster a circulation issued by institu: 
tions, whose abilities to redeem them may be un 
certain. With these slight modifications of our 
present system : taking care that’ no unnecessary 
and unadvised increase of banking capital be 
made, and in all cases either of new institutions, 
or the renewal of those now existing, that their 
entire solvency should be undoubted, and that no 
danger to the citizens will arise from these grants 





ee ae 








present policy in relation to these corporations: 
as ithas been maintained in former years. 

Ten Hour System —The Governor submits it, 
whether the law on this subject does not require 
an amendment so as to prevent special contracts 
to labor more than the time required by the act, 
and recommends the propriety of repealing the 
proviso \o the act, which allows of these contracts. 

lt is announced that the common school system 
is adopted throughout the State. 

Reference is made to the reports of the Adju- 
tant General, Auditor General and Surveyor 
General, as containing statements and suggestions 
worthy of the consideratiou of the Legislature. 

Slavery Question.—The acquisition of New Mex- 
ico and California, presents again in the National 
Congress, the important question of the extension 
or non-extension of human slavery. At the adop- 
tion of the national Constitution, the longer con- 
tinuance of what was then considered an evil was 
strongly agitated, and; resulted in a compromise 
permitting it in the States where at that time it 
existed. The Constitution being submitted to 
the States, was adopted with others by Pennsy| 
vania, and after the lapse of more than half a 
century, it remains the great fundamental law 
of the Union. To preserve and perpetuate it,— 
to acknowledge its supremacy,—to maintain and 
defend its principles,—and to submit to its com- 
promises ; are dulics to which every citizen is 
pledged, whatever his opibions in: relation to 
questions arising under it. This fundamental 
law recognizes the right to hold slaves in the 
States which were parties to the compact, but 11 
makes no farther acknowledgement. It bears 
on its plain and expressive pages no agreement, 
express or irmoplied, for the further extension of 
human slavery. That this national wrong has 
been extended witk the progress of population, 
is not an argument in favor of its justice, its con- 
stitutional right, or of the salutary effects it has 
produced in the territories where it has been ad- 
mitted, Shall it be still further extended? To 
the Congress of the United States belongs the 
authority to settle this important question. Be- 
fore it shall have Leen determined, the opinions 
of our citizens on the subject should be fully and 
distinctly made known, through their public 
functionaries, to the confederate States. The 
right to instruct our Senators, and request the 
representatives in the national councils, ought 
not to be used on light and trivial occasions, 
while on subjects gravely affecting the well be- 
ing of the country, it becomes a duty which none 
will venture to decline. In the exercise of this 
admitted right, the legislature will find the op- 
portunity to express in terms not to be mistaken, 
the position which is held by Pennsylvania on 
this grave and momentous question. ; 

While the compromises of the Constitution 
should be maintained in good faith towards our 
Southern brethren, it is our duty to see that 
they are preserved with equal fiuelity to our- 
selves. No encroachments, however sanctioned 


pended during the same time $389,000, leaving 
a surplus of $27,000. The $19,000 worth of 
bonds sold to sustain the credit of the State, 
were disposed of at eight percent. The ad- 
justment of the boundary line between Missouri 
and lowa isin a fair way tobe adjusted. No 
proper provision has yet been made fora State 
Lunatic Asylum. ‘The crease of the Execu- 
tive salary is recommended, and the Governor 
plainly states that even with this increase, it is a 
despicable office for any man to be condemned 
to hold. He says one of his predecessors re- 
signed before his term was out; another did the 
same, and left the office with his reputation in- 
jured by detraction ; the next committed suicide, 
and he, hiimself, has been forced to walk the 
streets of the capital armed, to protect himself 
from assassins. 

Some proper disposition of the Sacramento 
trophies is recommended, and the construction 
of a State Arsenal suggested. The subject of 
internal improvements is favorably noticed—a 
division of labor, as a means of increasing the 
wealth of the State, is suggested, and the foun+ 
ding of a manual labor school for the education 
of teachers is recommended. The attention of 
the Legislature is called to the subject of a rail- 
road from the Mississippi to the Pacific. Severe 
censure is expressed towards the parent bank 
of the State for its refusal to endorse the State 
bonds. It is deemed advisable that stockholders 
in corporations be held responsible to the amount 
of the dividends received from corporate associa- 
tions—that the profits derived would thus be 
made responsible for the debts contracted,—and 
that the individual members would only be lia- 
ble for the amount of the shares received. It 1s 
also suggested as advisable that a statement of 
the profit and loss of such associations be regu- 
larly filed in the clerk’s offig¢e. as evidence of 
the state and condition of the corporation. 

He advises that it be made necessary to le- 
galize a husband’s endorsemen: on notes, or other 
securities, that the wife’s conseit, as in the case 
of the conveyance of real estate, he first ob- 
tained. He opposes the law vesting the right of 
property in the wife, distinct fromthe husband, 
and is decidedly in favor of their interests being 
united. 

He severely lectures those who evade the in- 
terest Jaw and still demand ten per cent, and 
strongly advises that the homestead of families 
be exempted from execution. 


The following extract from the message is in 
reference to this subject: 


Of a piece with these laws, is that exempting 
from sale under execution, the homestead of the 
poor man. From my earliest recollections wis- 
dom and humanity have seemed to me to unite in 
recommending such a Jaw in the code of«eyery 
nation. It is apparently a small matter, but a 
most important one to the Jarge mass. The 
father aud husband may be a sot and a spend- 


by use, should be acknowledged as precedentsthrift ; or he may have Jost all from fires, ship- 


for further wrongs against the interests, prospe- 
rity and happiness of the non-slaveholding States 
of the Union. If slavery be, in itself, an infrae- 
tion of human rights; if it be directly opposed 
to the enlightened spirit of our free institutions ; 
if it destroy the quality of power in the general 
government, by enlarging where it exisis, the 
censtitutional represenltation—if it possess a di- 
rect or indirect influence against Northern and 
Western policy and interests, by promoting a 
system of laws desiructive to domestic indusiry, 
and vitally affecting free Jabor,—if it retard the 
natural growth of population and improvement, 
by the appropriation of large tracts of Jand, for 
ihe benefit of the few, to the injury of the 
many,—if it be in open defiance of the spirit of 
the age, the march of rational truth, and the en- 
ightened policy of maukind,—it is lime to arrest 
its further progress. These, it is believed, are 
the settled convictions of our citizens, and their 
determination to maintain them is unalterable. 


Missours.—The Legislature met at Jefferson 
on the 25ih ult. Iu the House, Alex. Robinson, 
of Platte County, was chosen Speaker, and 
Benj. Massey, Chief Cierk. Inthe Senate, Mr. 
Breiaw, of ‘lroy, was chosen Secretary. 

Governor Edwards sent in his valedictory 
message on the 26th ult., and Governor King, 
his successor, delivered bis inaugural on the {ol- 
lowing day. Governor Edwards announces that 
the State bas ceased lo pe a borrower and has 

_ commenced the payment of ils debits. The reve- 


wreck or-other visitations of Providence ; or he 
may have been unfortunale in trade, and 10 every 
case broken down with age, distress or disease ; 
or he may have sacrificed all by too generously 
endorsing for friends, and he may still be in debt. 
To Jabor in such a case, under our laws, is nearly 
a hopeless task. If a man makes, ut any time, 
more than the law exempts from sale under ex- 
ecution, it is liable to be seized and sacrificed— 
sold for half—a fourth or tenth of its value, and 
this would be no benefit to the creditor, and 
therefore, every man would refuse to make such 
a surplus, and thus his labor would be lost to 
himself, and his family, and his country. But if 
the man had a home that was his own, he could 
work upon thai—his location would be fixed— 
his creditor would know where to find bim—and 
the payment of his debt would be rendered more 
certain. 


Governor King, in his inaugural, advocates 
the strict accountability of office-holders to the 
people; the organization of public schools; a 
geological survey of the State ; useful internal 
improvements, and the draining of the southern 
swamps at the expense of the General Govern- 
ment, to whom the lands proposed to be improved 
belong. He hopes that in entertaining improve , 
ment projects, they will steer clear of the evils 
entailed on other States by extravagance. 

In reference to the great slave question, which 
is now the prominent topic of the day, Governor 














of power: I should deem it right to leave the 





nue of the last two fiscal years is $416,643. Ex- 


King thus remarks : 
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The federal government, the operations of 
which effect largely the interests of this and 
and every other State in the confederacy, will 
never, if confined witain the limits marked out 
by the constitution, cause the Jeast injury to any 
of the various pursuits or rights of the Ameri- 
can people. Jt is a government of strictly limi- 
ted powers, granted to it by the States in their 
independent sovereign capacity. Its authority, 
therefore, is not original, but delegated, and ex- 
tends only so far as the constitution prescribes. 
The powers ceded to it are expressly enumera- 
ted, and were bestowed for the accomplishment 
of those purposes which could not be effectu- 
ally secured by the separate action of the States. 

Here, then, is a government presented, and we 
are relieved {rom looking farther for the source 
of its powers than to the instrument which is 
the basis of its existence. I acknowledge the 
supremacy of this government, in all the powers 
given, or duties enjoined, by the constitution, bul 
will not assent to implied authority for any pur- 
pose, however plausible. It was well understood 
in the convention which framed the federal con- 
stitution, and by the States which originally ra- 
tified it, that the exercise of any authority other 
than that mentioned would be a violation of the 
Jetter and spirit of the compact, and an unjust en- 
croachment upon the reserved rights of the vari- 
ous members of the confederacy. It may not 
be improper, in consideration of recent events, 
to state that one of the parties into which the 
people have been divided for fifty years, claims 
for the federal government constructive powers 
almost without limits; thus sweeping within the) 
general or central vortex the reserved rights of 
the States and of the people, and virtually break- 
ing down the barriers to usurpations which oor 
fathers industriously reared for the protection of 
themselves and posterity. 

The consolidation of power is tyranny un- 
checked. ‘To prevent such an evil, the functions 
of government in this confederacy are variously 
distributed, not only into three great depart- 
ments, each confined within its appropriate 
sphere, but also among the various governwents, 


which are already defined. ‘The progress of re- 
form manifested by popniar discussion, and in 
the new constitutions recently adopted by some 
of our sister States, has been towards the erec- 
tion of new checks or restraints upon legislative 
authority ; thus reserving to the people them- 
selves the direct exercise of a larger class of 
power.” This is a fuller development of the wise 
inaxim, **that people is governed best which 
is governed least.” Yet a strange anomaly has 
just been presented in the success of a great 
party, Which announced that congressional le- 
gislation should be virtually unchecked. But 
the other party, in whose favor a majority of 
the voters in Missouri have pronounced, has go- 
verned the nation during a greater portion of 
its independent existence. {t holds to a strict 
construction of the constitution ; insists upon the, 
due observance, by each of the departments, of 
all the obligations resting upon it; and demands 
that no authority shail be exercised by any of 
the governments, State or national, nor by any 
of the departments of government, which does 
not clearly belong to it; giving such construction 
to the federal constitution, tha! its powers shall 
be Jimited to objects national in their character, 
and the success of which should redound to the 
general welfare of all Hence, it has irequently 
rejected a system of measures looking to the 
creation of a paper currency, to the favoring of a 
few industrial pursuits at the expense of the 
many, and to the conferring of unequal privi- 
jeges upon some class or section of the confede- 
racy. Jt adheres 4o the spirit and letter of the | 
federal compact, the compromises upon which it | 
is based, and the equality of the States; and it 
Opposes any measure of a doubttul, sectional, 
or unconStlulional Character, 

In reference to the recently acquired territory, 
purchased alike by the common treasure and 
blood of us all, 1 feel but little solicitude wheth- 


it to those institutions peculiar to the South ; yet 
1 do feel a deep solicitude fora proper mainte- 
nance of our rights, and deny to the general go- 
vernment any power to debar us from an equal 
parucipation in that territory, or to impose Lerms 
on us in reference to our property which would 
not bear alike upon every member of the Union. 
Althe time of the admission of Missouri as a 
State into the Union,terms were sought to be 





imposed on us in relerence to this subject, 


which resulted in a compromise, brought about 
by conciliation and concession, and which we 
are yet ready to abide ; though in its adoption 
the South, guided by the same spirit which 
brought about the compromise that resulted io 
the adoption of our federal constitution, mag- 
nanimously surrendered a portion of the consti- 
tutional rights. 

Kentucky.—Our notice of the proceedings of the 
Legislature being somewhat inaccurate, we re-pub- 
lish the proceedings at the organization, supplying 
the omissions and correcting the errors of the first 
statement. 

Both branches of the Legislature assembled at the 
Capitol, on the 30th day of Dec., being the day fixed 
by law for the convention of the General Assembly. 
The Senate was called to order by the former clerk; 
when, a quorum being present, the oath of office 
was administered to the Hon. J. L. Helm, Lieute- 
nant Governor elect. ‘The new Senators were then 
called and qualified. Mr. Kohlhass, the former 
Clerk, was unanimously re-elected, and the other 
officers chosen. The House was also called to order 
by the former Clerk, and the oath to support the 
Constitution severally, administered to the members. 
Nomirations for Speaker were announced, and six 
unsuccessful ballots made before adjournment. 

On the Ist inst., the standing committees were an- 
nounced in the Senate, and the House continued 
their ballotings for a Speaker without making a 
choice that day. On the 2nd inst., after twenty-one 
unsuccestful ballotings, Mr. Gwyn Page, was elected 
by a vote of 62 to 29, over Mr. M. E. Huston, Mr. 
M.E. Huston, Mr. Helm, the former Clerk, was 
unanimously re-elected, and the remaining officers 
of the House chosen. On the same day the mes- 
sage of the Governor (which is subjoined) was re- 
ceived and read ; and, on the 3rd, in pursuance of 
the joint order, the two Houses proceeded to vote 
for a Senator to Congfess to fill the vacancy occa- 
sioned by the resignation of Hon. John J. Crittenden, 
which resulted in the election of Thomas Metcalfe: 
by a vote of 88 to 38 for Lazarus W. Powell. 

Message-—This plain, sensible and patriotic 
State paper, so highly characteristic of its author, 


as rising above all party consideration in the re- | 
commendation and notice of the various questions | 


of State and general policy, cannot fail to be read 
with interest by men of all parties. We make 
such extracts as bave a general interest. Pass- 
ing the exordium, which is entirely to our taste, 
we quote first a brief paragraph in reference to 
the administration of the laws : 


The article of the Constitution that makes it 
the duty of the Executive to see that the laws 
are faithfully executed, whilst it is among the 
most important of the functions of that officer, 
is, happily, one that he is rarely called upon 
to exercise in any forcible manner. There is 
such a judicious distribution of powers to the va- 
rious departments, and the legisiatiou of the 
country bas been marked by so much justice, 
temperance, and moderation, that there is an 
habitual respect and obedience paid to them ; and 
any thing like opposition to the laws by individu- 
als, or by organized resistauce, is almost unheard 
of. Undoubtedly, there are imperfections inci- 
dent to all jegisiation, and it must, in the nature 
of things, sometimes happen that the laws are 
unequal in their operations. Should such be 
the case it will not escape the attention of the 
people’s representatives, and they will be the 
first to apply the corrective. 

Convention to frame a new constlitulion.—The 
people having expressed their will, in the legal 
and constitutional mode, for a convention to 
frame a new Constitution, it will become your 
duty to pass such laws as are necessary to carry 
their wishes into effect ; and 1 would recommend 
an early action on the subject. The important 
question of a change in the fundamental Jaws of 
tne land was wisely left to the determination of 
the people alone, and they have in two consecu- 
tive elections, and by an increased majority at 
the last, voted for the call of aconventiou. ‘They 
have exercised their high prerogative in a man- 
ner that augurs favorably for its ultimate issue. 

We have seen them assemble without vio- 
lence, excitement, or tumult, expressing their 
will with the calm dignity of freemen too well 


acquainted with their rights to bring them into 
contempt by an unseemly manner of asserting 
them. The extraordinary unanimity of the vote 
proves, beyond controversy, that the question 
rose high above party. or ephemeral considera- 
tions, and it is to be hoped that this lofty spirit 
will prevail unto the end. When the people 
speak, the voice of faction or of party should 
not be heard. Parties rise aad fall with the ex- 
citing topics of the day, and catch their hue 
from the schemes of their Jeaders. But Consti- 
tutional law is the wzzis of a whole people, and 
those who are called upon to frame it should 
never forget that their labors are to affect not 
only the present but future generations. The 
people of Kentucky should remember that their 
old Constitution has been to them the shadow 
of a great rock in a weary land—that it bas 
protected them in the midst of strong excite- 
ments and the most embittered party conflicts, 
and that it had the power to do this because 
it was not the work of party but of patriotism 
and political wisdom. I have no fears myself 
as to the issue of the approaching convention. 
1 believe that it will be guided by a wise and 
temperate spirit, which, whilst it avoids all 
rash innovation, will, at the same time, by 
its prudence and wisdom, satisfy that public 
opinion which called it into existence and trusts 
so much to its hands. 

Education.—The Legislature, at its last session, 
passed an act requip the sheriffs and other 
officers to open a poll, and take the vote of the 
qualified voters of this Commonwealth, upon the 
propriety and expediency of imposing a tax of 
two cents on each one hundred dollars’ worth of 
taxable property, for the purpose of establishing 
more permanently a common school system in 
this State. Iu pursuance of this act, a poll was 
opened in August, and a direct vote taken upon 
it, which resulted in showing that out of an ag- 
gregate vole of one hundred and twelve thousand 
four hundred and sixty-three, cast for and against 
it, there was a majority of thirty-six thousand 
eight hundred and eleven votes in its favor. This 
vote proves clearly that the difficulty is not and 
and has not been with the people. ‘Taken in 
conjunction with messages of former Governors 
and acts of former Legislatures, it shows the uni- 
versal sense of the importance of such a system. 
While 1 would avoid an appearance of needless 
exhortation on this subject, yet 1 would fail in 
my duty if I did not earnestly invite the General 
Assembly to make it the subject of their anxious 
care. However discouraging and unsuccessful 
|former efforts ‘may have proved, it cannot be 
/doubted but that there is a way to success; and 
if there be, who so competent as the representa- 
tives of the people, intimately acquainted as they 
are with their wishes and wants, to find it out, 
and to adapt it to the condition of the country? 
From the enlightened gentiema‘ now acting as 
the superintendent of the commun school system, 
every assistance may be expected that zeal, ta- 
lents, and a large experience can afford. We 
claim for our people no natural superiority of in- 
tellect or capacity; but the circumstances of 
their early history, under the influence of which 
they have grown up, have impressed upon them 
a character .of great vigor, activily, and enter- 
prise of body and mind, and tie State, to be true 
to herself and just to them, should afford them 
the means of acquiring that degree of education 
that is necessary to give the most wholesome and 
efficient direction to those highattributes. lrepeat 
again an earnest recommendation of this subject. 
Let no efforts be considered too great—-no patience 
too exhausting, and no means too expensive. Let 
us exhibit to the nation the noble spectacle of 
Kentucky educated as she ought to be—her sons 
and daughters adding the grace and power and 
virtues of cultivated minds to their fine natural 
qualities, and thuse who have contributed to 
bring about the result will be entitled to tie last- 
ing gratitude of posterity. 

Finances.— The public debt of the State on the 
first day of January, 1848, amounted to the sum 
of four millions six hundred and eight thousand 
three hundred and thirty-nine dollars. The fol- 
lowing changes have occurred : 

State debt, as above, on January Ist, 








1848, $4,608,339 00 
Jan. 26—Cash of Craddock Fund, 642 51 
Jan. 15—30 year six per cent. bond 

issued, 1,000 00 





| $4,609,981 81 
Since that time the debt has been re- 








duced 77,063 00 
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Leaving the total debt of the State deserving their strict examination and scrutiny. | feelings that unite us with all the members of 
on the 20th December, 1848—this State of the Treasury —For an accurate exhibi-| the confederacy. If these sentiments ever cease 
sum ‘ $1,532,913 81 | tion of the state of the public treasury, you are | to prevail, | trust that Kentucky will be the last 

From the above sum it has been nsual referred to the reports of the treasurer and first | spot from which they will be banished. Errors 
to deduct — Seaton dh of » Bank and second auditors. These reports will fully | and even abuses may cccasionally arise in the 
ren Se a pa inform you of the fiscal operations of that de-| administration of the general government—so 
to pay this without imposing taxa- partment for the year 1848, and will furnish you they may in the administration of all govern- 
tion on the people: The amount with an estimate for 1849. It will be seen from | ments—and we must rely upon public opinion, 
of Bank Stock thus owned by the those reports that the expenditures for the fiscal | the basis of all republican governments, for their 
State is year ending on the 10th October, 1848, amounted | correction. The dissolution of the Union can 

to $314,279 39. The amount transferred to the | never be regarded—ought never to be regarded 
sinking fund during the same time, was $113,-| —as a remedy, but as the consummation cf the 
$3,262,413 81 |} 939 Q2—making the total of expenditures for) greatest evil that can befall us. Kentucky, devoted 

















$1,270,500 00 





This deduction will make the actual 
debt of the State 


To provide for the payment of the interest, 
and for the gradual extinction of this debt, the 
General Assembly, at an early period, establish- 


that year, $428,118 41. 

The amount of receipts during the same pe- 
riod was $400,298 19. Balance in the treasury 
on 10th day of October, 1847, was $19,269 23— 


to that Union, will look to it with filial confi- 
dence, and, to the utmost of her might, will 
maintain and defend it. . We let no meditations 
or calculations on any sectional or other con- 


ed a Sipking Fund. h } : 419.567 42—leaving | federacy beguile us to the point of weakening 

This Sinking Fund is made up of several items, cigs Aaa eeatetes te arrears on the 10th | our attachment to the Union. Our relations and 
the resources of a few of the least important of day of October, 1848, the sum of $8,550 99. our attachments are with aod to all the States ; 
lin of them: Tax on the vapital stock of the| There was received by the Treasurer from the | gling engagements with a purl. We are prouder 
banks of Kentucky, Northern bank of Kentucky SURain becomes Aoseeat oh omen / at YP of our rank as a member of the United States 


























when war was deciared with Mexico, notwith- 
standing the opinion that prevailed that it might 
have beeu avoided by wise statesmanship, still 


and Bank of Louisville,—dividends on the Stock ring the same time $28,559 71. ‘T'o this add ar- than we could be of any sectional or geopraphi- 
: . Com- ’ | cal position that may be assigned us. We date 
of the State held in each,—profits of the Vo rears on 10th October, as above, $8,550 99, and | 4 oti f 
. ; : | our prosperity as a nation from the adoption o 
monwealth’s bank,—five cents on every hundred | there was a balance in the treasury an the 30th! ihe federal constitution. From the government 
dollar’s valuation of property held subject to taxa- | November, 1848, of $775 39. , +: fied te belablished wa have. desined meanumbeted 
tion,—one-third of tax of non-residents’ lands—| For the year 1849, the supposed receipts will blessings, and whatever of evil has occurred in 
ss in Treasury at tt irati f each fiscal | amount to the sum of $438,136 48 cents. Of) ?. ; Zz 
excess in Treasury at the expiration of each fiscal | ©” , apreiouy é its administration bears no proportion to ils be 
over year $5,000,—Rent of Lexington and Ohio this there is to be paid to the Sinking Fund $129,-) | oc. 
Rai 807 17 cents. Supposcd expenditures for 1849, | fof f 
ailroad,— Tolls and rent of water-power, on + | In proof of the foregoing sentiments we may 
. : . ead $282,750. Amount in arrears on 10th October, | 5 hi We hi: 
Kentucky, Green, and Beaver rivers navigation , oes appeal to our past history. e have seen mea- 
* : : ; >| 1848, $8,550 99 cents—making a total of $421,-| Fi eld yes | hich Ft AH 
—dividends of the State in the various roads and ' | Sures of national policy which we considere 
, ‘ 108 16 cents—leaving a supposed balance in the| o¢ Vita} importance to our well h in dite 
bridges,— two-thirds of the profits of the peniten- | treasury on the 10th of October, 1849, of $17,-| ° a : ¥ dct me eae 7 > 
tiary,—tax on brokers’ and insurance offices,— | 028 32 cents. | GARMIOIS Of periies, ANG Ghined s7siams ceamed. by 
and premiums on sale or exchange of State _usas inimical to our best interests, prevail. Yet 
Aa Union of the States. —The message of the Pre- | we did not falier in our allegiance to our ane 
yy ; sident has informed us that the United States | mon governmnnt, but waited with patience for 
This Sinking Fund has, in the course of the | are now at peace with the world. There is noj the development of the conclusion to which a 
present year, not only fnrnished the means of important question unsettled in our foreign di-| majority of the whole nation would ultimately 
paying punctually the interest of the public debt, | jomacy. We have no subject of dispute with| arrive after a calm survey and experience of what 
but also of extinguishing $77,068 of the principal. any other people, and there is no cause that | would best promote the public good. The ad- 
And the estimates made tor the year 1849 assure / threatens, as tar as can be foreseen, to disturb, ministration that is now drawing to its Close was 
us of an equally favorable result, and exhibit a | this general peace. Under the auspices of our, not called into existence by the vote or the wish 
balance, alter payment of interest, of $83,971 57, | State Governments to take care of our domestic , of a majority of the people of Kentucky. Many 
applicable to a further reduction of the debt.| concerns, and of the General Government to| of its most important measures have not been 
The payment of the semi-annual interest due on| guard our national and external rights and inte- such as we desired to see enacted. Yet it has 
the Ist January has been fully provided for.| rests, we may confidently look forward to a fu-, met with no olher opposition than a manly ex- 
And, so far, it is believed that the expectations | ture full of everything that can gratify the hearts pression of an honest difference of opinion. Aud 
of the General Assembly have been fulfilled, by | of a civilized and free people. It is in this gene- 
the operations and effects of the Sinking Fund.) ral result of the operation of the American sys- | 
hese results, and the prospects for the future, | tem of government that the Siates feel and know | h: 
show the solidity of our means and our eredit, | that they are important parts of a great whole ;| Kentucky responded to the cail of the Presideat, 
and will be a just source of gratification to the | and thal they have other cares, interests, and du-| not halting to debate the necessity of the war, 
General Assembly. ties which claim their attention beyond those that | but finding im the fact that it was declared by 
. : : are merely local and peculiar to themselves re- | the constituted authorities of the nation a sufli- 
ae breed aes aon as adop spectively. If we would act in the right spirit! cient claim upon her patriotism. She has come 
: bing trogen cer ng a dig © preser-| and under the influence of proper sentiments, | out of that war with an increase of glory, being 


vation of the faith and credit of the State strong-| we must habitually contemplate ourselves and, behind none in advancing the honor of the na- 
ly urged. This, says the message, is something | pup State as members of the great national | tional flag; and to our brave ‘vuluuleers whyu 
more than a mere abstract sentiment that it is! Union. 1t is in and by that Union that we are| gained for us thal proud eminence the thanks of 
the preservation of its honor. It is a part of the | known among the nations of the earth. It is in the State are due. If such has been her action 
property and strength of the State, and they who | that Union that we are respected by the world. through the past may we not safely promise that 
squander it, bring on lamentable poverty and | And, under the jomt protection of the govern-| the admioistration of General Taylor will re- 
weakness. | ment of the Union and the government of the| ceive a cordial support irom the State of Ken- 
: , States, we have the amplest securities that pa-| lucky. 

Re: aa ne = eae me Board of | triotism and wisdom can furnish for freedum ad Presidesh Elect—The veteran patriot who 
mprovement Is advised, and a geological | prosperity. ‘he union of the States is not only | has just been chosen to auminisier the goveru- 

survey of the State recommended. The condi-| indispensable to our greatness, but it isa guaran-| meni of the United States was brought to Keu- 
tion éf the State Penitentiary is adverted to, and! tee tur our republican forms of government. | tucky an infant in bis mother’s aris. He was 
the defalcation of the late Treasurer, Col. James) With the preservation of that Union and the} bere reared to that vigorous maphood aud with 
Davidson, noticed, with the following expression | constitution by which it is established and laws | tuose sterling virtues that have sustained him 
in relation thereto : by which it is maintained, our dearest interests | through a long period in his courtry’s service. 
l am unwilling to dismiss this subject without | are indissolubly biended. An experience of near | There is, therelore, a natural reasoe lor our cou- 
saying that, whatever defalcation may appear sixty years, while it has confirmed the most san- | fidence and atlachment. but he comes iuto his 
upon a final settlement of these accounis, | can- | guine hopes of our patriotic fathers who framed | high office with the avowed purpose of endeavor- 
not, in justice to an old and diligent publie ser-| it, has taught us its inestimable value. Its value| ing to carry oul the principies and pulicy of 
vant and a patriot soldier, well tried in the fire | W!!! be above all price to us sv long as we are; Washington, and this should commend lim to the 
of battle and covered with wounds, withhold the} ft lor liberty, and itwill fail only when we be- | atlectious of the American people. 1t will be his 
expression of my opinion that it has not been oc-| Come unworthy of 1t. No form of government) ui to solten, if he caunvui extinguish, the asper- 
casioned by the dishonesty of the officer. Much | Cat Secure liberty to a degenerate people. Ken-| ties of party stile, to give to the Government 
may properly be attributed to the great complexi-| tucky, situated ia the heart of the Union, must) ils constitutional divisions of powers as they were 


ty of the accounts necessarily to be kept by him, | 2nd will exercise a powerful influence on its des-| designed to be exercised by iis lramers, and to 





running through a long series of years and em- tiny. Devotion to the Union is the common sen- 
bracing transactions with banks and the board of | uient of her people. | do not know a man 
internal improvement and the commissioners of | Within the limits of the State who does not en- 
the sinking fund, and the receiving and disbursing | tertain it. We all feel that we can safely rely 
of millions of public money—all of which had to| upow a Union which has sustained us so triume | 
be done by an individual who had not been | puantly i the trials of peace and war; and we) 
brought up as an accountant, and those who| entertain no fears from those who have a com- 
trusted him did so rather for his known honor | Mon interest ip it with ourselves. The trater- 
aud fidelity than for any other qualification, For | 0al feelings wilh which we regard them, and the 
myself, 1 do not believe that he has done any- | filial reverence we ourselves naye for tie link 
thing to sully bis hitherto unimpeached charac- | that binds us together, gives us strength im the 
ter. I do not believe that James Davidson would | !aith that they cherish the same bonds of bro- 
on any consideration im properly thrust his band | therhood and will practice no intentional i jus- 








into the public treasury. ‘The whole subject is tice toward us. We can have no better security 
submitted to the General Assembly as a matter | for our rights than that Union and the kindred 





make the Congress of the United States the true 
exponent of tue will of their constituents. 

Under such an Administration, guided by such 
principles and motives, the people of the United 
States seem to have the best assurance Ol their 
liberty, and of ali ihe Diessings thal good govern- 
ment cau beslow. 

These relations have been alluded to in no par- 
tizan spirit, but the hope that we at last see 
ihe dawn of an era ardently desired by every 
lover uf his counlry—when the discordant cic- 
ments that have sv jong disturbed the public re- 
pore will give place to more Iralernai leeliugs, 
and the pure patriotism of ihe revoluuon prevail 
in every American hearisg 
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But in the midst. of our bright prospects and 
high hopes, it becomes us to acknowledge our 
grateful dependence upon that Supreme Being 
without whose favor all schemes of human hap- 
piness are vain, and without whose benediction 
the wisdom and exertion of man cao accomplish | enterprise and industry of our people. 

We of the South have labored—have exhaust- | of 1846. These immense importations of foreign 
ed the riches of a virgin soil—have swept away | g00ds, furnish a clue to those extraordinary ship- 
our forests, borrowed from our generous lands | ments of specie abroad, which have occasionally 


nothing truly great and good. 
J.J. CRITTENDEN. 
December 30, 1848. 


Georci1a.—The Legislature of this State holds 


its sessions biennally, but a Committee is ap- 


pointed for the alternate years to examine into 
and report upon the finances. The report of that 


Committee this year, shows that at the close of 


the'fiscal year on the Qist October, 1847, the 


Balance in Treasury was 
Recelpts from all sources to October 20, 
1845 367,585 60 


> 





ay Total $729.837 10 
Expenditures during the same period 364,249 37 





Surplus $365,587 73 


During the period from 2lIst October to 20th 
November, 1848, the receipts and disbursements 
altered this surplus to $459,555 96,—but of this 
Jast there is an unavailable sum of $237,935 50 ; 
and consequently the actual surplus in the Trea- 
sury, on the 28th November last was $171,620 40. 

The debt of the State is put down at $!,903,- 
472 22; and during the past year its principal 
has been reduced by the sum of $178.098 88. 
The Committee recommend that $80,000 be ap- 
propriated to the bonds which issued for the ex- 
tension and completion of the Western and At- 
Jantic Railroad, if it be found that its completion 
will thereby be expedited. In reference to the 
Central Bank, the Committee state its liabilities 
at $554,417 16, and its resources at $364,829 60, 
which leaves a deficiency of $189,680 56, and on 
this statement they remark :— 

*““This deficiency varies somewhat from re- 
sults arrived at by previous Committees; and 
such must ever be the case, where estimates are 
founded on data constantly changing. The con- 
clusion, however, we think a sale one, that the 
ultimate deficit of the bank, will be from 175 tu 
195 thousand dollars.” 








. . 4 
Spirit of the Press. 
INFLUENCE OF New York.—The Wisconsin 
a Democratic paper, holds the, following language on 
this subject :— 


The late election has developed one truth, which 
politicians will never again forget, and that is, 
that no President can be elected without New 
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to the extent of their capability of lending, and 
then we have turned them outas old naked fields, 
to be still further exhausted by the burning rays 


of all this labor—of all this waste of the natural 
resources of the country? 


the West. The Western horse driver has had 
his portion, the hog driver has had his portion: 
the flour merchant, the bacon and lard merchant 
all have had their share, and in many cases nothing 
is Jeft to the hard-working planter of the South. 

Now. Ahis is no good cause of any unkind feel- 
ing against the Northern or Western: people ; if 
they have had the address to supply us with 
what we lacked and found profit in so doing, it 
is certainly no fault of theirs. The mistake lies 
with ourselves, in not producing all those arti- 
cles which are required for home consumption. 
To say that the people of the South cannot raise 
horses, mules, and hogs, sufficient for their own 
necessities, is as much as to say that their lands 
won’t grow corn—which we ali know to be un- 

true. 
The truth is, the South has been kept poor by 
unthriftiness, by concentrating her whole ener- 
| gies upon one branch of imdustry—the production 
of cotton. The consequence has been, that when 
} the seasons which have been favorable, and the 
| crop abundant—the market has been overstock- 
ed, and the price gone down. The planter gets 
no remunerating price for his labor; perhaps he is 
Jeft in debt for the horses, and for the bacon with 
| which he fed his hands. Weil, is it any better 
| for the planter when the crop is scant, when the 
drought or the caterpillar reduce the yield of his 
lands, to the smallest amount—and the price of 
cotton per consequence rates high? High prices 
under such circumstances do not bring the plan- 
ter out of debt. 

The only effectual relief of the Southern plan- 
ter is, lo enter upon a system for the production 
of all his necessaries at home. In the article of 
breadstuffs, of flour alone—the people of the 
Southern States, are still tributary to the North 
im vastamounots. And there is no need of this, 
the Southern soil grows wheat of the finest quali- 
iy ; Southern industry if properly directed, can 
convert it into the finest flour. ‘Then why will 
the Southern planter continue to Jabor in his 














York. Her influence is shown to be more para- 
mount than ever. In 1844 she gavea President 
to the Union, and we may say the same again in | 
1848. The vote in the Eléctoral college stands— | 
Taylor 163 Cass 127 
The 36 votes of New York taken from Taylor’s 
vole, would have elected General Cass, or if 
given to Mr. Van Buren, they would have thrown 
the Presidency into the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Though Pennsylvania was considered the bat- | 
tle-ground of the Union, it is now more manilest | 
that when New York was surrendered to Taylor, 
the victory was virtually won. ‘The sympa- 
thies of these great Cummonwealths have long 
been notorious. —They vote together, and what! 
influences one, reacts on the other. 

In looking back upon the canvass, every New 
Yorker, wherever he may be, and whatever his 
preferences may have been, cannot but feel a 
just pride in the overshadowing influence of his 
native State. She is not merely an Ewpire in 
Wealth and population, but even more io that 
vast moral influence which sways the laws, po- 
litics, and sympathies of half a Union. Such | 
a state emineitly deserves her commanding in- | 
fluence in the American coniederacy, and when | 
a party attempts to do without New York, it | 
will be considered that it is also to do without) 
the Union. 








Sournern Breapsturrs.—From the Quincy | 
Times.—Heretoiore the Southern people have 
greatly depended on the North and the West, for 
their breadstulls, as well as their bacon, their 
horses and mules. Thousands—indeed we may 
say milhouws, have annually been sent out of the 
Southern States, for the purchase of articles 
which could have more profitably been made at | 





did ten years ago, are now exporting flour, to a 


colton field, to grow cotton, to be sold for prices 
which do not pay lor the food consumed by the 
hands which make it, and the expenses ot for- 
warding it to market, to say nothing of the waste 
of capital, and the waste of Jands, incurred in 
the business? ‘There is something wrong io this 
business. 

Our neighbors in Georgia and South Carolina 
are beginning to understand these matters better, 
and instead ol importing their breadstuffs, as they 


very greatamount. The Georgia flour 1s equal 
to apy manulactured in any part of the world. 
The extensive railroad enterprises which have 
been guing on in Georgia and South Carolina, by 
bringing the producer and the consumer nearer to 
each other, have stimulated agriculiural indus- 
try in these States, in a very great degree. The 
railroads have opened to the inland planter an 
easy channel of sending his products to market, 
which otherwise miust have remained on his 
hands. When the Georgia and Fiorida Southb- 
western Railroad from Macon to Fensacola, shall 
have been completed, the people of this section | 
of country will be furnished with flour on much 
better terms, from the interior of Georgia, than 
they now obtain it via New York or New Or- 
leans. Aud what is better stijl, the money 
would be retained at the South. 





Home Pouicy.—From the Nashville Whig :— 
The ‘Treasury Reports disclose, in round pum- 
bers, the following statistics: 


Dutiable imports. Dulies. 
1845 $ 113,000,000 $27,500,000 
1546 117,000,uu0 26,700,000 
1347 142,000,000 23,000,000 


It has all gone to enhance the more systematic | P 
$362,251 50 | industry of the business man of the North and 


home. The annual drain of money for Flour,} rot yet reached us, but we perceive that the ag. 
Buckwheat, Meat, and other articles which they |gregate of imports for 1848, in $154,900,00u, 
purchase from the North, has been sufficient to | producing duties $31,700,000. 

keep the South poor, notwithstanding the pro- 
ductions of our soil, our kindly climate, or the | increase of dutiable imports, and the diminished 


The reader will be struck with the enormous 


duties in proportion to imports, under the tariff 


premesed such gluts of the precious metals at 
ondon, that money has failed to command three 
per cent. per annum, whilst in our own seaboard 


of the sun. And what has become of the profits | cities it was worth from one to two per cent. per 


month, and throughout the whole Union a strin- 
gency produced in the money market almost up- 
aralleled. {t would be curious to ascertain how 
much of this increased value of imports arises 
from increase of prices of foreign fabrics. 

To pay for these excessive importations of fa- 
brics, immense quantities of our agriculiural 
products have been exported and sold at greatly 
reduced prices—shipments of breadstuffs often 
scarcely paying charges and cost of exportation, 
much less a remunerating profit to the producer. 

Here are illustrative lines trom the Treasury 
Reports : 


Exports. 
1845 $114,600,000 
1846 113 400,000 
1847 158,600,000 
1843 154,000,000 


See the enormous increase ; and then mark the 
diminisbed prices at which these immense values 
of our productions have been swallowed up by 
Great Britain and other foreign consu ners, under 
this essentially Anti-American Tariff system. 

Cotton, our leading article of export, and con- 
stituting about one-filth of the whole exporta- 
tion, has been diminished in value since the Bri- 
tish ‘Tariff party were brought into power, as 
shown by the following compilation by that va- 
luable statistical work, the New Orleans Price 
Current : 


Comparative prices of Middling and Fair Cotton 
at New Orleans far the years 1343 fo 1848: 


December, 1843 Tito 83 
June, 1544 7 to 83 
December, 1844 4} to 6 
June, 1545 53 to 1% 
December, 1845 ito 7% 
June, 1346 6; to 8 

December, 1846 9 to 10} 
June, 1847 92 to ll; 
December, 1847 510 73 
June, 1848 55 to 74 


Except in the single shipping season of 1846-7, 
when prices, as is well krown, briefly went up 
on account of the extraordinary shortness of 
crop, being only 1,773,000 bales, against 2,339,- 
000 for 1847-8, the general fallin price has been 
sixteen per cent., the greatest diminution thirty- 
four per cent., and at the Jatest quotation twen- 
ty-three per cent. on the whole vaiue of the crop ; 
or $7 50 per bale, disclosing a loss to the cottua 
planter on the entire crop of 1847-8 of seventeen 
millions five hundred and twelve thousand dollars. 
The annual loss on the Tennessee cotton crop is 
about $720,000. Is it surprising that Great Bri- 
tain will gladly take our cotton in exchange for 
her fabries, under a system which works such 
gain to her, aod such joss to us, in a single itea 
of export? 

It appears from the Treasury Report that the 
enormous amount of $37,472,751 value of Bread 
Stuffs and Frovisions have been exported in 1848 
—being largely more than double the average 
annual export during the Tariff of 1842. ‘This 
has been abosorbed mainly to pay for British 
fabrics. And at what price? Only a few days 
ago we saw an account of shipment and sale of 
1800 sacks of corn from Kentucky, in which the 
entire value of the corn was consumed in charges, 
commissions, freight, storage, dulies, and oiherc 
costs of shipment! Is it astonishing that Great 
Britain gladly takes nullions of our bread stuffs, 
in exchange for the fabrics with which she is 
flooding our country, under such beneficent work- 
ings of the Taritf of 1846? 

Corn is the principal product of Tennessee, 
and who does not know that this principal staple 
is almost cut off from a remunerating market? 
The agricultural products of Tennessee amount 
to $40,000,000 per annum. Of this, $16,500,000, 
is the home value of the annual crop of 55,0UU,- 
000 bushels Indian Cora. Our true interest is to 
secure a home market; to bring the loom, the 
anvil, and the work-shup in close proximity with 
the plough—the consumer near the producer, that 





The details of the latest Treasury Report have | 
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which will not bear transportation to distant] spreading over the whole country, and especially | right or wrong, just or unjust, expedient or in- 


markets. in the South and West. 
And never was there a more opportune time 


for considering the important proposition so ably 





; expedient. That question, as between the North 


| and South, the free States and the slave, has been 
Fveitive Staves.—Another of the duties of | settled forever. 


Our ancestors gave it the quie- 


elucidated by the Hoo. J. R. Underwood in a| the Free States is to carry out that provision of |iys when they formed the constitution of the 


speech in this city, in August, 1844, that the peo-| the Constitution, under which we agree to sur- | 

le of the United States produce vastly more | render fugitives from slevery. It may have been 
food and less raiment than they need, and that it} a hard bargain that our fathers made, but it is a 
is our true policy to induce a more equal distri-| bargain, nevertheless: that when slaves run away 
bution of labor, by diverting a portion of cur la-| {rom their masters, we shall send them back. 
bor now employed in agriculture, to the various| Héw we have evaded that plain Constitutional 
arts of manufacture. For the fiscal year ending | duly, we pointed out the other day in some re- 
30th June, 1847, we exported and sold, at low | marks that we copied from a speech Mr. Faulk- 
prices, to pay for foreign fabrics, $129,108,317 | ner has made in the Virgima Legislature,—and 
worth of agriculiural products. And it may not) the evasion, it cannot be denied, lias been plea- 
be generally known to our readers that the duty | sant to us all, and has been sanctioned by al} par- 
realized bs Great Britain upon one article of | ties 1m the Free States, and by courts of law, as 
American produce annyally, viz: tobacco, the well as persons ,—but it is impossible to deny that 
value of which is less than two millions, is about | We bave thus evaded a Constitutional obligation, 
twenty millions of dollars. For the same year,| and to that extent broken faith with the South. 
1847, we imsported $146,550,638 worth of mer-| The South, it 18 historically known, would never 
chandize, $41,772,636 worth of which paid no have formed the Constitutional compact with us, 
duty. This is what Mr. Secretary Walker calls | tf 1 had been known that the Free States would 
Free Trade, and the continuance of which he so| become a sale refuge for runaway slaves. ‘The 
warmly recommends. Is it not great inequality?| duty of a surrender, we are aware, 1s unpleasant; 
and will it not build up British inicrests at the ex- | Such a Compact could not be made over again,— 
pense of every interest of American labor? But but it is just as much binding upon us, as the 
we must stop—take these facts and reflect. Tariff law 1s upon South Carolina, or as any part 


: of the Constitution. What is written is written, 
Our Tcbacco trade with England. From the \ and there is the law. 


“Plough, Loom, and Anvil:”— While we areallow-| As we expect others to obey the laws, and to 
ing European governments, and especially that comply with the spirit of the Constilution, we 
of England, to play at “see-saw” with our great | who exhort or rebuke them must obey, ourselves. 
industrial pursuits, so that, like children, on a| To fan insurrections southward, and then to profit 
plank, with a pivot in the centre, our manufac-| {rom that insurrectionary spirit by the seduction 
lurers are Conslantly singing, ** Here we go—up | or thet of slaves, is as much a violation of the 
--up—up” and * Here we go—down—down— | Federal compact, as any act we have charged 








United States, binding us all together in one po- 
litical body. If the North is tired of the Union, 
it can of course leave it, provided it be prepared 
to take upon itself the odium of a political crime 
so black as the voluntary dissolution of the Union. 
But we submit that while it remains a portion of 
it—while it still clings together and continues to 
form one great body politic—it cannot expect one 
portion of it to pay attention to those laws, by 
which itself refuses to be bound. 

With these preliminary remarks, we introduced 
the passage from the Express alluded to by us. 


It indicates a degree of sound feeling upon this 


and kindred subjects, which we hail as the hap- 
piest sign we have of late seen from the North. 





AxoLiTION IN THE District.— We copy the fol- 
lowing froin the Richmond Whig: 


We have said, from the first, that we did not 
believe that the abolition movement in the House 
of Representatives would ever come to a head, 
and we are every day more firmly convinced 
that such will be the fact. It is true that a ma- 
jority of the people of the Northern States, 
looking to the mere lelter of the law, and utterly 
disregarding the spirit, have conceived the im- 
pression that Congress possesses the constilu- 
tional power to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia: a method of interpretation entirely 
at variance wilh that prescribed by all legal 
writers in the consideration of the true meaning 




















down,” these dear lovers of what they call ‘free| upon or suspected South Carolina as intending to 
trade,” are treating the cultivators of one of our) be guilty of. We must remember that the Con- 
great staples, as described in the following ex- | stitution was a compromise of slavery and anti- 
tract from Mr. Doge, the indefatigable agent of | siavery; and that without that compromuse, this 


of alaw, and justifying an inference which the 
framers of the constitution certainly never dream- 
ed of. There is hardly one among them, how- 
ever, who will not be apt to pause before giving 





that interest, to Mr. Webster, wien the great | Union could nOt have been formed. We must| it as his decided opinion, that the act is expedient 


expounder was in the State Department : bear in mind, too, we who are so sensitive upon 

‘* Whilst in London | prepared and sent to my | the subject of slavery, that we are not responsi- 
highly esteemed friend, the Hlon. Mr. Jenifer, ble for ils existence or continuance, where it is; 
chairman ot the select comu.iltee on the tobacco | and thal, as We have nothing to do with it there, 
trade, an address tu the tobacco planters of the) we can neither regulate nor end it. The Union 
United States, in which | presented the question | is a confederation of States—not a consolidation 
of our tobacco relations with Europe in several | like that of the French Republic—and therefore 
bew points of view, and by which it wall be seen | the existence of slavery iu South Carolina is no 
that Europe obtains over $35,000,000 revenue on} more our business than slavery in Cuba. But 
au amount of our tubaccy, costing in the United | Carolinians are our countrymen, as much as 
States less than $,7,000,000; whiist we have ad- | Ohtoans, in ail the aspects in which we are to be 


mitted, free of duty from Europe, an amount of | 
ils produce more than equal to oue half of all the | 
exports Of our domestic produce to the same 

countries of Europe; and as the annual average 

amount imported into the United States, from the 

various countries of Kurope, from Ist October, 

1835, to 30th September, J538, was $97,251,334, 

ol which $54,597,477 was subject to duly, and as 

ihe total average amount of revenue obtained by 

the American government for the two years end- 

ing 3lst December, 1838, by the importations 
from all parts of the world, was $16,866,017, 11 

may salely be estimated that as a large propor- 

tion of the articles cowing from Europe were ad- 

milled free of duty, that the revenue which the 

United States has derived from the importations 

trom Europe has not exceeded $10,000,000 an- 

bually ; 30 thal, if this revenue should be equal- 

ized on the total average importations from Eu- 
rope, say $97,251 334, 1 would only amount to a 

duty of abvul ten per cent., whilst Europe is ob- 
tuming @ revenue of at least $35,000,000 from 
our ivbacco alone. There is certainly uo reci- 
procity in such a state of things.” 

The consumption of $10,000 of segars daily in 
New York, proves how much more freely iron 
and coal, and cloth and leather, and hats, and 
everything else that represents aud is made up 
in tact of the products of the plough, are consumed 
when they are made in our own Country, vear to 
the plough. Yes, the estimate is $10,000 daily. 
li the farmer bas thesiron manniactory close to 
bis farm, he puts iron to a thousand uses that he 
would notif it had come irom England, though 
even there he might get it cheaper, apparently 
but not really, because be cannot in that case pay 
jor it ball so easily as if the people were cluse 
by him, who would consume his produce while 
they made his iron. For want of the iron-mak 
ing cousumers close at hand, he uses wooden keys 
to his oX-yokes, and wooden hinges to his doois 
aud gates, and wooden axletrees to carts, and 
rope imstead of chain traces. But the tllers of 
the soil, thank God, are beginning to learn a 
thing or two! We can see thal even by the way 
that the Plough, the Loom and the Anvil, is 








regarded by ioreign uations. We owe them ail, 
then, loyalty, fidelily in the spirit of the Consti- 
tution ;—and a3 we intend to make them respect 
us, SO must We respect them. 


[| New York Express. 


And, in reference to this subject the Richmond 
Whig holds the following language :— 


‘That the constitution has been evaded in a vast 
variety of instapces by the inhabitants of the 
Nerthern States, in the cases which bave been 
brought under their consiveralion, cannot admit 
of adoubt. Indeed, of jute years, such a thing 
as recovering a slave, who shall have once reach- 
ed a free State, has scarcely been known at ail. 
Yet the constitutional provision is as plain as any 
other whatever; as plain as that which gives to 
Cougress the power to lay a tariff, or to collect 
lie revenue. Kven when the fugitive can be 
brought belure a court of justice, aller the most 
thorough proof of property by the master, it has 
been customary lo throw so many legal ‘wpedi- 
menis in the way of the decision, thal the owner 
bas olten been compelled, through the force of 
mere technicalities, toabandon the pursuit. We 
veulure lo say there is pO man among the better 
informed of our Northern brethrep, who will un- 
dertske lo assert that such a course of proceed- 
ing 18 iN strict Compliance with the constitution. 

** He that would have equity must do equity,” 
is a rule periectiy familiac to every man who 
has ever had anything todo with courts of law. 
Now whenour Northern brethren complain of 
South Carolina, for her retractory conduct with 
regard to ibe constitutional restrictions laid with 
an equal hand upon us ail, they should first take 


on that point. The course of South Carolina, it 
is truce, appears lo us Very reprehensible; but 
deceit lie in the mouths of those who are them- 
se. ve rdoing every year precisely the same thing 
to L lume her for i? She might safely say to the 
whole congregated [ree Siates of the Uniou, when 
they upbraid ber, ** let that one that is invecent 
amoug jou throw the first stone.” 

li is wo longer a question whether slavery be 





care thal they themselves shouid be unassailable | 


|at this time, when he shall have reflected upon 
|the inevitable consequences—consequences ter- 
rible to the present generation, extending their 
\effects to the remotest posterity, affecting, not 
this country alone, but the whole civilized world, 
‘and involving nothing less than death to the 
‘hopes of freedom throughout the civilized world. 
‘For it is a fact,as honorable to us, as it is 
cheering to mankind, that the hopes of man are 
|connected intimately with the prosperity and 
|happiness of the great, self-governed, Anglo- 
| Saxon Republic of America. That our northern 
_ brethren will pause, we say, before they involve 
‘us in the consequences of the rash step which 
| they appear about to take—which can be of no 
|earthly benefit either to them or to any other 
| human being—that they will hesitate, voluntari- 
ly, to assume a load of guilt which will most as- 
|suredly ensure them the execrations of mankind 
\through all succeeding time, we have not the 
| slightest reason to doubt. 
| \t was for that reasun that we wished Virgi- 
| nia, and the whole South, to assume an attitude 
| firm and respectful, but es far as possible re- 
moved from threats and bravado. We wished 
| them not to irritate, but to stand firm—not to 
precipitate measures, but to wait until the ob- 
noxious iaw had first been passed. It was the 
| way our fathers did in 98. The Alien and Sedi- 
| tion laws, palpably unconstitutional, had passed 
in the sessron of 97-8. The whole country was 
jincommotion. Atthe Spring elections in Vir- 
ginia, the ablest men of both parties were selec- 
| ted to represent their several counties in the Le- 
\gislature, when it was understood that these 
laws would be brought before that body. James 
| Madison left Congress for that purpose, and Pat- 
|rick Henry abandoned the shades of retirement, 
| rendered dear to him by the mighty labors of his 
long and brilliant career. As the war of Tripoli 
|gave to the country those gallant sailurs, who 
| afterwards rendered our name illustrious wher- 
_ever the winds and waves can waft a sail, in our 
| contest with the mistress of the seas, so, in the 
| school of this renowned Legislature, were train- 
_ed the statesmen and orators, who, for the twen- 
‘ty succeeding years, gave lustre to the name of 
Virginia. The question was thoroughly discussed 
on the bustings ; every man in the State clearly 
,uuderstood its import. Layimg aside all local 
questions as unworthy of the times, the people 
elecied their delegates upon this question alone. 
‘The Legislature met. Among the bright array 
of greai names, there was ope wanting. Patrick 
Henry was no more. But it still presented en 
array of talent such as bas seldom been wil- 
nessed within the Halls of the Capitol. The re- 
solutions of "98-9, prepasis/by James Madison, 
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but presented by Jobn Taylor of Caroline, afte’| tre bar. The two first retorts are for the de- 


long debate, were. passed. They embodied, it 
is believed, the sentiment of the great majority 
of the people of Virginia. , 

There was, in all the events connected with 
the passage of these famous resolutions, nothing 
that betokened haste, nothing that argued an in- 
temperate zeal, or the slightest disloyalty to the 
Union. They were the embodiment of the opi- 
nions of the people of the great and sovereign 
State of Virginia, and as such they were pre- 
sented to the consideration of the country and of 
the world. They threatened no dissolution of 
the Union— no resort to force, in the event of the 
continuance of the obnoxious Jaws. What course 
the people of Virginia would have pursued, in 
that event, was left to conjecture. Representa- 
tions so calmly made, so ably sustained by argu- 
ment, so powerfully supported by the people, 
could not be overlooked, They had their effect 
at head-quarters. The ruling powers saw that 
there must be something seriously meant, where 
everything was so calmly and dispassionately 
done. They retrieved their error—they repealed 
the laws—peace was restored—and the Union 
left untouched. 

Such, we contend, should he the course of 
Virginia now. Resolved to maintain the true 
interpretation of the constitution at all hazards, 
she should not even appear to believe that an in- 
fraction of it is meant, until she shall have the 
most convincing evidence of the fact. ‘Then let 
her do as she did in "98-9. 





Free Sort.— The Columbus Standard, the Central 
Organ of the Free Soil Party, thus proclaims the ob- 
jects of that party : 

The object of that party, in our mind, is the 
vindication of the equal rights of all men, and the 
protection of all in the enjoyment of those rights. 
We go for the repeal of all laws in this State, 
that make any distinction among men, on account 
of color, or anything else. We go for the exer- 
tion of all the constitutional power of the United 
States government, not only to prevent the exten- 
sion of slavery, but to effect its abolition. For 
our part we never expect to cease our efforts as 
a Free Soil man, until the chains shall fall from 
every slave, o1 .ve cease to live. Were all our 
territoriéS to-day made free, we should see no 
less use for our party, and should labor for its 
ascendancy with the same zeal we do now. 

A LE CO 
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Foss. Foor Marks 1n Texas.—A number 
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| scarcely ever be injured by frost. 


composition of water, which is regularly sup- 
plied by means of a syphon pipe, passing through 
and into the centre of the retort; the water, in 
passing through the heated material, becomes 
converted into pure bydrogen and pure oxide of 
carbon, It then passes into the third retort, to 
receive its.dose of bicarburet of hydrogen, 
which is prepared from common tar or melted 
rosin, or similar substance, passing or dropping 
on the red hot chain, from a syphon tube, which 
regulates its supply. ‘This causes the tar or ro- 
sin, to tbrow off an abundance of. bicarburet of 
hydrogen gas. The gases being mixed in this 
manner are immediately conveyed into the gaso- 
meter for use, without any purifying vessels 
whatever, none being required. 


Ramroaps.—The Railroad Journal estimates 
the entire expenditure, within the past twenty- 
five years, in the projection and construction of 
railroads, not to fali short of one thousand mil- 
lious of dollars !—and their influence, 1n facilita- 
ling business, in reducing the expenses and time 
of travel, and in opening up new regions of coun- 
try, as giving an increased value of twice that 
amount. And yet, their influences are just begin- 
ning to be felt. Within the Jast month two hun- 
dred and eighty-two miles of railroad was added 
to that previously in use. This addition is made 
up as follows:—New York and Erie Railroad, 
127 miles; New York and New Haven, 80 miles; 
Nashua and Worcester, 45 miles; Harlaem, 30 
miles. 

Curious ParTicuLaRs IN RELATION To Mar- 
RIAGE.—The intervention of a priest or rather 
ecclesiastical functionary was not deemed indis- 
pensable to a marriage, until the council of Trent 





braver man in its ranks. The chivalry of his 
youth was not merely that of young and hot 
blood. At the battle of Monterey, although his 
position in the army gave him no separate com. 
mand, he exposed his life with as little apparent 
thought of danger, as the bravest of that band of 
heroes, whose duty called them into the thickest 
of the fight. He was everywhere among the 
brave volunteers, and his presence was itself a 
host by the influence it wrought upon the strag- 
ling army. He remarked afterwards that the 
hottest fire he had ever been under was at Mon- 
terey. 


The following particulars are from an article 
in the Picayune : 


Colonel Croghan was the son of Major Wil- 
liam Croghan of the revolutionary war. His 
mother was the sister of the celebrated Genera! 
George Rogers Clark, who overran the North 
Western Territory during the struggle for Ame- 
rican Independence, and achieved for the United 
States the title by conquest, by which that im- 
mense tract of country, now subdivided into 
States and teeming with a thrifty and hardy po- 
pulation, beeame a part of this confederacy. 
Both upon the father and mother’s side he inhe- 
rited the blood of the revolution. 

Upon the breaking out of the late war, Colo. 
nel Croghan entered the army. At the early age 
of nineteen he made the gallant defence of Fort 
Sandusky. By this brilliant feat he inseribed his 
name upon the scroll of fame. He married and 
resigned his commission shortly after the peace. 
But during the administration of General Jack.. 
son he returned to the service with the commis- 
sion of Inspector General, which was tendered 
him by that illustrious commander. He held 








iu 1409. The celebrated decree passed in that 
session, interdicted any marriage otherwise than 
in the presence of the priest and of at least two 
witnesses. But before the time of Pope inno. 
cent lil, (1148,) there was no solemnization of 
marriage in the church, but the bridgroom came 
to the bride’s house, and led her home to his 
own, which was all the ceremony then used. 
Bans were fist directed to be published by Ca- 
non Walter in the year 1200. 


Orances —The Mobile Herald says that since 
the destructive hurricane in Cuba a few years 
since, the Mobile fruit market has been supplied 
chiefly with Cieole oranges raised in that neigh- 
borhood, Pascagoula, and on the ‘ coast’? near 
New Orleans. These oranges are generally lar- 
ger than those raised in the neighborhood of Ha- 
vana, and much superior in flavor. The Herald 
contends thata number of locations might be 
selected on the bay and neighboring islands, 
where the orange would thrive admirably and 

















of singular foot prints have recently been found 
in the limestone strata on the Brushy, resem- 
bling human foot prints, but of a gigantic size. 
Thev are embedded in the soft argillaceous lime- 
stone, and are as distinct as if they had been 
made in plastic clay. A gentleman, who visited 
them afew months since, states that the toes 
and the print of the heel are so distinct that 
there is scarcely a doubt that they were made by 
a human being who must have rivalled Goliah in 
size. The stride is so large that a man of ordi- 
pary size can with difficulty Jump from one 
foot print to another. The limestone 1 which 
they are found, we believe ts similar to that 
which extends through Austin, New Brauntels 
and Bexar, and from the quarries in this rock 
most of the stones in the Alamo and other buil- 
dings of Bexar were obtained. The strata contains 
many marine fossils, among which are the Am- 
monite, Nautilus, Gryphea, &e. 
These foot marks, like those discovered in red 
sandstone formation, were probably made by an 
extinct species of birds or Ornithichnites. 
[Houston Telegraph. 


Gas rrom Water.—Sir Humphrey Davy 
once declared, at ** some future day, gus would 
be generated from water for general purposes, 
surpassing that of coal in brillaancy and purity.” 
This production is now fully realized. An ap- 
paratus has been patented in England, by Ste- 
phen White, for making gas from water and 
common rosin, or tar. The gas is extremely 
pure, and in burning emits no smoke or smell. 
‘The apparatus is cheap, and the gas cheaper 
than that from coal. ‘lhe apparatus consists of 
three retorts placed in a stove, two of which are 
filled with charcoal and thin pieces of irop, and 
the other with iren chains, hanging from a cen- 


d\ * ’ 





Bounty Lanps —The claimants are permitted 
to select their bounty lands from twelve States— 
six free, and six slave States. {t is stated that of 
1,700,000 acres selected, only 200,000 was with- 
in the slave States. 


A Lone Vorace.—The ship Sweden; Captain 
Nott, which arrived at Boston lately, trom 





this office up to the time of his death. He was 
in his 59th year and Jeaves behind him a wife 
and family. 

Deatu or Lievr. Coronet Dix :—This brief 
biographical notice of a gallant officer and high- 
minded gentleman, whose death was announced 
in the previous number of the Register, is extrac- 
ted from a well-deserved tribute in the Washington 


| Union: 


Colonel Dix was a native of New Hampshire, 
a brother of the Senator in Congress from New 


York, and the son of Colonel limorny Dix, of 


the Army, who lost his life in the ill-fated expe- 
dition of General Wilkinson against Montreal in 
1813. He was educated at West Point; and at 
the moment of completing his course of study in 
1832, instead of accepting the leave of absence 
for a few months usually granted to graduates, 
he volunteered his services, and accompanied 
General Scott on the Black Hawk expedition. 
After serving for several years in the Quarter- 
master’s department as one of its most efficient 
officers, he was appointed by Mr. Po xk, near 
the commencement of his administration, a Pay- 
master in the Army. He accompanied General 
Taylor, with whom he had previously served 
several years at Fort Jesup, to Corpus Christi, 
before the war with Mexico. He was with the 
General during the two days of Buena Vista, 


Manilla, has been absent on the voyage around officiating part of the time as his aid-de camp, 
the worid, four hundred and twenty-nine days, | aud part ot the time in the same capacily with 
has visited five ports, sailed 43,600 miles, aud |General Wool, the galiant second in command. 
has been at sea 354 days, making an average of|For his distinguished gallantry on that bloody 


123 1-6 miles per day. 


battle.field, Major Dix was brevetted a Lieute- 


Pore Pivs 1X.—In response to the address of | nant Colonel.at the last session of Congress. 





sympathy sent by the ciuuzens of New York to 





the Pope, he has forwarded, through Mons. Vat- 
temare, a series of medals, to the authorities of 
that city, two of gold, two of silver, and two of 
bronze. 
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Intelligence; Congressional Proceedings, 


Pustic Documents.—Report of Judiciary Com- 


Deatu oF Coronet Georce Crocuan.— The | mittee on bili for the admission of California as a 
New Orleans Mercury thus announces the death | State; Apprasals of Merchandise; Secretary of 


of this heroic officer, which took place at that 
city on the 8th inst. : 


State’s letter concerning California. 


Srates.—N. Hampshire; Michigan; Pennsylva- 


nia (Messages of Governor 3) Missouri; Kentucky 


The brave and gallant soldier, Col. George | (Message of Governor ;) Georgia. 


Croghan whose heroic defence of Fort Sandusky, 
while but a boy of nineteen years, linked his name 
forever with those of the great men of whom our 
country is proud, died Jast evening, after a short 
illness, At the time of his death he was Inspec- 


Spirit OF THE PRess.—Influence of New York; 


Southern Breadstuffs ; Home Policy ; Fugitive Sluves 
Abolition in the District ; Free Soil. 


MiscenLangous.— Fossil Foot marks in Texas ; 


Gas from Water ; Railroads; Curious particniars 
concerning Marriages ; Oranges ; Bounty Lands; 


tor General of the U.S. Army, which office he | 4 long Voyage ; Pope Pius 1X. 





had held sinee sometime during the administra- 


Obituary notices of Colonel George Croghan and 


tion of General Jackson. Our army held no Lieutenant Colonel Dix, of the U. S. Army, 
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